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PURPOSE 
This document contains instructions for retrieving information from Florida STORET.  It will discuss, in detail, the 
following options:   

 instructions for retrieving information from Florida STORET.  It will discuss, in detail, the 
following options:   
  
I. How to search and download station information. I. How to search and download station information. 
II. How to search and download result information. II. How to search and download result information. 
III. How to search stations by map. III. How to search stations by map. 
  
I.  How to Search and Download Station Information I.  How to Search and Download Station Information 

                                                            
You may enter the station retrieval system by selecting the Stations link on the left-hand side of the Florida 
STORET HOME screen. 
You may enter the station retrieval system by selecting the Stations link on the left-hand side of the Florida 
STORET HOME screen. 
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Query Options  
 
 
Once in this station retrieval screen, four sets of options are listed to create a personalized stations query:  
 
(1) Query Options 
(2) Geographical Options 
(3) Display Options  
(4) Sort Options 
 
We will discuss these options one at a time.  
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Query Options  
 
 
Query Options allow the user to condense their station query according to the following parameters: Organization, 
Project, Primary Type, USGS HUC Code, County Name, WBID, Station ID, and/or Station Name.   
 

ORG_ID: All organizations may be included in a station query by selecting ALL under the organization 
drop down menu. Otherwise, select the organization of interest to proceed.  This application has the 
functionality to select one or all organizations.  If a few organizations are of interest, they should be 
selected individually.     
 
Projects: If all organizations are selected, all projects from these organizations will be included in the final 
station query. If one organization is selected, all projects for that organization will be included in the station 
retrieval as long as the user does not highlight a particular project.  
 
Primary Type: The number of stations retrieved can be reduced by choosing a single primary type.  If the 
user is interested in retrieving stations from all water body types, they should select ALL. 
 
USGS HUC Code: If the USGS HUC Code is known, it can be entered at this time.  This is a pick list of all 
available USGS HUC Codes in the Florida STORET system.  It is not a free text field; therefore, the code 
must be known in order to utilize this feature.  As with the other query options, the user may select all 
USGS HUC Codes within the system by choosing ALL.   
 
County Name: The number of stations retrieved can be reduced by choosing a single county name.  If the 
user is interested in retrieving stations from all counties, they should select ALL. 
 
WBID:   If the Waterbody ID is known, it may be entered at this time.  If all water bodies are of interest, 
leave this field blank.   
 
Station ID: If the Station ID is known, it may be entered here.  This field is not case sensitive 
 
Station Name: The user may search for a station name using this free text field. Station names that contain 
the text provided will be retrieved for all organizations (unless one organization was specified).  
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Below is an example of how the options discussed thus far could be used to query stations within Florida STORET.  
This query will select stations from the Water Quality Monitoring Program project within 21FLLEON (Leon County 
Public Works).  Moreover, the query will only select stations with a River/Stream primary type in Leon County.  
The station name field must contain the character string “Ochlockonee”.   
 
Example 1: Station Query Options 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Geographical Options  
 
As shown in Example 2 below, the user must ENABLE the geographical option in order to use this feature.  Begin 
by choosing a Latitude and Longitude point of reference and a radius.  The user may select stations within a 1, 3, 5, 
or 10 kilometer radius.  The Geographical Option can be used in conjunction with the other available search options. 
 
 
 Example 2: Station Geographical Options 
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Display Options 
 
Display Options allow the user to specify which columns should be included in the search output.  By default, all 
columns will be selected.  If a particular column is not of interest, click within the respective box to remove the 
check mark.  In Example 3 below, Org ID, Station ID, Primary Type, Latitude, Longitude, WBID, and Station Name 
will be retrieved.  Secondary Type and County Name have been removed from this query.  Notice that Org ID is a 
mandatory field in all retrievals.   
 
Example 3: Station Display Options 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sort Options 
 
All queries can be sorted according to County Name, Organization ID, Primary Type, Secondary Type, Station ID, 
Station Name, or WBID.  In Example 4 below, this query will sort stations according to the Station ID first.  
Secondly, all stations will be sorted by WBID.  Each sort option will be presented in ascending order.   
 
Example 4: Station Sort Options 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submit Query 
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Once the user is satisfied with elected query options, the SUBMIT QUERY button must be selected in order to 
retrieve desired records.  A new browser will appear with query results. 
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Example 5: Station Query Results 
 
Further actions can be performed by using the options at the bottom of the station query page.  See details 
below.

 
 
 
5a: Selecting stations for further investigation.  Individual stations or all stations may be selected for further 
investigation.  In order to select all stations on a given page, click in the box next to ORG_ID. This action will 
produce check marks for all stations on that page.  To select one or more stations, simply click one time in the empty 
box to the left of the station(s) of interest.  Only the stations with check marks will be included in further 
investigations discussed under 5c and 5e.  Notice for this example, all stations on this page at “Munson Slough” 
have been selected.   
 
5b:  View additional pages.  A maximum of twenty (20) stations will appear on a given page.  Use the ‘BACK’ or 
‘NEXT’ button to scroll through multiple pages.  Checked stations will remain selected even when navigating 
between pages. 
 
5c:  Retrieving results for selected stations.  After selecting the stations of interest per instructions given in 5a      

above, click the  button.  This action will move the user to a results retrieval 
page for these stations.  See screen shot below.  Searching and downloading result information will be covered in the 
next section. 
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5d:  Downloading station information.  When user selects “Click to download as text file” a File Download box 
appears.   If a large data set is being downloaded, there may be some delay. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The station information can either be viewed or saved as a pipe delimited text file.  This saved file can be opened in 
Microsoft Excel for easier viewing. 
 

 8



 
 
5e. View selected stations on a map.  After selecting the stations of interest as described in option 5a, click 

the  button.  A map will appear with selected stations denoted as black and 
yellow disks with a blue and red circle. 
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II. How to Search and Download Result Information 
 
You may enter the result retrieval system using one of the two options below:   
 

(a) Select Water Data from the STORET HOME screen OR  
(b) Complete a result query from an existing station query using the instructions above (5c).  

 

 

Click here to begin a 
Results retrieval 
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Once in this search Water Data screen, three sets of options are listed to create a personalized water data query: (1) 
Query Options, (2) Display Options, and (3) Sort Options.  We will discuss these options one at a time. 
 

 

Query Options

Display Options

Sort Options

 
 
Query Options 
 
Query Options allow the user to condense their water data query according to the following parameters: 
Organization, Characteristic Group, Individual Characteristics, and Activity Date. 
 

ORG ID: All organizations may be included in a water data query by selecting ALL under the organization 
drop down menu. Otherwise, select the organization of interest to proceed.  This application has the 
functionality to select one or all organizations.  If several organizations are of interest, they should be 
queried individually.     
 
Group:  Under Group you will find some commonly searched sets of Characteristics including:  Biological, 
Field Msr/Obs, Metals/Non-metals, Nutrients, and Pesticides.  Individual Characteristics may be added to 
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or removed from a group once selected.  Hold the CTRL key down in order to select Characteristics to be 
added.   
 
Characteristic: Any number of characteristics can be included in a water data query.  If no characteristics 
are selected, all characteristics will be retrieved by default.  Hold the CTRL key down in order to select 
more than one characteristic.     
 
Date Range:   The date range option will retrieve results that were sampled in between the dates provided.  
The application defaults to dates within the last year using the current date as the endpoint.   
 

Below is an example of how the options discussed thus far could be used to query results within Florida STORET.  
This query will select all results from 21FLLEON for all characteristics included in the “Field Msr/Obs” Group.  
Moreover, the query will only select these results between January 1, 2003 and July 14, 2006.  
 
 
Example 6: Result Query Options 
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Display Options 
 
Display Options allow the user to specify which columns should be included in the final query.  By default, all 
columns will be selected.  If a particular column is not of interest, click within the respective box to the left of the 
field name to remove the check mark.  This action will remove the field from the results retrieval.  In Example 7 
below, Org ID, Station ID, Activity Date, Activity Type, Activity Category, Characteristic, Result Value, Result 
Comment, Analysis Date, Procedure Name, Minimum Detection Limit, Value Qualifier, and Data Source will be 
retrieved.  Activity Depth, Relative Depth, Practical Quantitation Limit, and Sample Fraction have been removed 
from this query.  Notice that Org ID is a mandatory field in all retrievals.   
 
Example 7: Result Display Options 

 
 
 
Sort Options 
 
All queries can be sorted according to Activity Category, Activity Date, Activity Depth, Activity Type, Analysis 
Date, Characteristic, Data Source, Min Detection Limit, Organization ID, Practical Quantitation Limit, Procedure 
Name, Relative Depth, Result Comment, Result Value, Sample Fraction, Station ID, or Value Qualifier.  In Example 
8 below, this query will sort water data according to Activity Date (in descending order) first.  Within each date, all 
water data results will be sorted by Characteristic.  The user can indicate a preference of Ascending or Descending 
order.   
 
Example 8: Result Sort Options 
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Submit Query 
 
Once the user is satisfied with elected query options, the SUBMIT QUERY button must be selected in order to 
retrieve desired records.  A new browser will appear with query results. 
 

 
 
 
Example 9: Result Query Output 
 
Further actions can be performed by using the options at the bottom of the result query page.  See details below. 

 
 
 
9a: Selecting stations for further investigation from the result query page.  From the result query screen, some 
or all stations from results of interest can be selected for further investigation. In order to select all stations in a 
given page, double click in the box next to ORG_ID.   This action will produce check marks for all results on that 
page with that station. To select one or more stations of interest, simply click one time in the empty box to the left of 
that station(s). Notice for this example, Stations LCLM3036484301 and LCLM3044784362 have been selected.  
 
9b:  Viewing full Characteristic names.  Because of the numerous retrieval options, larger Characteristic names 
may not always fit on the page.  The entire name can be seen by moving the mouse over the name and pausing 
briefly. 
 
9c:  View additional pages.  A maximum of twenty (20) results will appear on a given page. Select the                           

        button, to view additional pages.  To move to previous pages, select the button. 
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9d:  Search stations based on results.   After selecting the station results of interest per instructions given in 9a 

above, click the  button.  A new result query browser will appear listing 
only the stations associated with the results chosen. Recall that option 9a illustrated the selection of Stations 
LCLM3036484301 and LCLM3044784362.  The example below shows the stations selected for more specific 
querying.   
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9e:  View selected results on a map.   After selecting the station results of interest as described in option 9a (which 
were associated with stations LCLM3036484301 and LCLM3044784362 in above example), click the 

 button.  A map will appear with selected stations denoted as yellow stars.  
  
 
 
9f:  Download results to a text file and import into Excel.   See instructions for downloading a text file under 5d 
above.  As before, when a large data set is being downloaded, user may experience some delay. 

 

Station 
LCLM3044784362

Station 
LCLM3036484301 
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III.  How to Search Stations by Map 
 
You may enter the station retrieval by map system by selecting the Search by Map link on the left-hand side of the 
Florida STORET HOME screen. 
 

 

Click here to Search 
Stations by Map 

 
 
Then click the Open CA application link. 
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On the left hand side of the screen, notice five menu options (Welcome, Find, Zoom, Layers, and Tools).  Each of 
these options are discussed in the Map Viewer Quick Start link under the welcome tab.  This document also 
discusses how to use various mapping tools in the Consolidated Application (CA).  The Map Viewer Tutorial link 
provides a general overview of how to use CA.  Although an example of how to view a station using this application 
will be provided below, it is recommended that you review these help documents in order to get a comprehensive 
understanding of this application. 
 

 

}Mapping 
Tools

Links to Map Viewer 
Quick Start Guide and 

Tutorial Documents 

 
Click on the zoom tab and determine which of the following zoom to option is preferred:  county, city, zip code, 
township/range/section, coordinate (address, latitude/longitude, albers, stateplane, UTM), Waterbody ID, HUC 
Basin, TMDL Basin, DEP District, or Water Management District (WMD).    
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Example 10  
 
The following options are utilized using a drop down menu of allowable values:  county, city, 
township/range/section, Waterbody ID, HUC Basin, TMDL Basin, DEP District, and Water Management District 
(WMD).   For example, if Waterbody ID 1006A is of interest, click on the down arrow directly below Zoom to 
Waterbody ID, scroll down to 1006A, then click Zoom.   
 

 

Click the down arrow, select 
Waterbody id of interest and 

then click Zoom. 
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Example 11 
 
If the specific zip code or coordinate option (address, latitude/longitude, albers, stateplane, UTM) is known, it must 
be entered in respective input box.  For example, if zip code 32317 is of interest, enter that value in the box below 
Zoom to Zip Code and click Zoom. 
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Example 12 
 
Building off of the example above, you can zoom to a specific section by clicking the Zoom In tool ( ) then 
drawing a red box around the area of interest.   
 

 

Area of 
interest 
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Example 13 
 

At any point, you can click on the identify tool ( ) and then click on a station to get specifics of a station.   
 

 

Identify Station 

 
This action will produce reports on that station including the below output.  At this point, a station can investigated 
for specific results.  Refer back to section 5c for instructions.   
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