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Extreme Corals 2010
SW Ross?, SD Brooke

Center for Marine Science, 5600 Marvin Moss
Ln., Wilmington, NC 28409

Mapping of deep coral banks, ecological studies
of macroinvertebrates and fishes, paleoclimate
studies, coral genetics and education outreach

NOAA Ship Ronald H. Brown, Jason 2 ROV

M Nizinski, A David, M Dunn

External Hard Drive

Yes
dGPS

Hard copy of observation log. Virtual van logs.

NOAA- DSCRT, NOAA-OER, NOAA Fisheries,
USGS, UNCW, NC Museum of Natural Sciences
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7/19/2011
ROV-2010-RB-547
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DIVE NUMBER: J2-547 STUDY AREA: Jacksonville

IMAGE GALLERY *indicates image position is approximated
Image B: Sand/Rubble/Rock- Image C: Sand/Rubble/Rock- Image D: Hard Corals -
with Attached Fauna with Attached Fauna with Attached Fauna
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BIOLOGICAL ENVIRONMENT

This is to date the shallowest site discovered off the SEUS that has substantial deep-sea corals and other cold water
fauna. Corals occurred in scattered patches on the rocky habitat. Near the end of the dive there was an indication of a
bioherm feature composed mostly of Lophelia pertusa. Faunal diversity was not very high but biomass of some fauna
was noticeably higher than many other sites. Helicolenus dactylopterus and Dysommina rugosa were very common
around reef areas and greeneyes and tongue fish were common on sand habitat. Invertebrates were less abundant
with golden crabs, and other crabs being observed frequently.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

This was an area of very patchy habitat through most of the dive. Patches of low profile rocks and boulders occurred
in areas surrounded by sand. Very little continuous reef habitat was observed until the end of the dive. At thattime a
L. pertusa rubble zone was encountered leading up to a small L. pertusa mound, and more live corals were observed
in this reef area. Currents were moderate through most of the dive.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Video is stored on a Mac-formatted external hard drive. Video time in GMT. Video quality during this dive was fair.
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Plots of CTD data recorded during ROV dive ROV-2010-RB-547 (18 Nov 2010) off Jacksonville, FL.



