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Image A: Sand/Rubble/Rock - with Attached 
Fauna 

26° 5.816' N, 79° 50.325' W 
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Image B: Sand/Rubble/Rock - with 
Attached Fauna 

Image C: Hard Corals - 
with Attached Fauna 

Image D: Hard Corals - 
with Attached Fauna 
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Soft sediment and rock habitat leading up to the north side of the terrace had diverse assemblage of invertebrates 
including hexactinellid sponges, small unidentifiable white hard coral, anemones, crabs, sea stars, sea urchins. The 
terrace supported rock ledges with fauna and hard coral habitat with areas of dense 50-70% live Lophelia pertusa 
Attached fauna included hydrozoan corals (Stylasteridae) and cup corals, anemones (white and venus flytrap), 
hexactinellid sponges, gorgonians (e.g. Acanella sp.), and zooanthids. Mobile fauna were abundant and included 
cidaroid and echinoid urchins, galatheid crabs, basket stars, crinoids, sea stars, a large school of wreckfish, grouper, 
conger eel, and dogfish. 

 
 
 

 
This dive began to the north of the rock terrace, in soft sediment with small rocks and rubble with attached fauna. The 
high relief rock terrace was composed of layered horizontal rock ridges with abundant attached fauna. The top of the 
terrace flattens out into rock slabs and small rock fields with attached fauna. The edge of the terrace (1-3 meters) 
supported a dense region of live hard coral with and without attached fauna. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Original dives are on mini DVs transfered to digital on a mini DV reader and stored on an external hard. Video quality 
of the first tape was poor with low light and unfocused, zoomed out imaging that made habitats vaguely inferable and 
identification of coral and associated invertebrates impossible. CTD and navigation data for this JSL dive are missing. 
Therefore, only fixes taken during the dive and recorded in dive logs are shown on the dive track map with pictures 
taken at those fixes. Sediment cores were taken. L. pertusa samples were collected. A camera tripod, hydrophone, 
and bait bucket were deployed. 
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