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AIC Updates 

 Welcome  to new TF members Governor Lolo M. 
Moliga of American Samoa, Governor Alejandro 
García-Padilla of Puerto Rico and Governor Eloy S. 
Inos from the CNMI. 

  Damaris Delgado, POC for Puerto Rico is the new AIC  
Vice Chair. 

  Jean-Pierre Oriol is the new POC for the US Virgin 
Islands. 

  Emma Anders is the new POC for Hawai’i.  

 Farewell to Paige Rothenberger  and Takiora Ingram. 



Pacific Regional Ocean Partnership (PROP) 
 PROP Governors agreement signed  August 2012. 

Objectives: 

 Identify coastal and ocean management priorities 
that require coordinated regional response and 
increased collaboration. 

 Promote regional sustainability of resources  and  

 coordinate regional priorities. 

 Enhance state, regional and federal governance  

 and institutional mechanisms to manage ocean and 
coastal resources. 



PROP (cont.) 

 CMSP RPB nominations submitted to NOC. 

 PROP Coordinator  recruited 

 ROP III funding proposal submitted. 

 PROP Action Plan  finalized 

 Upcoming PROP officials meeting  

     February 23. 



Caribbean Regional Ocean Partnership 
(CROP) 
 First CROP meeting focused on the uses of coastal and marine spaces 

in Puerto Rico (navigation, tourism & recreation, fisheries & 
aquaculture, national security, natural resources conservation, energy 
and communication).  

 Continue to promote collaboration among government, communities, 
NGOs and the private sector to implement CMSP 

 

 

 



CROP 

 

 

• Partnership and and work plan  

       in development 

 Regional data portal 

 Upcoming CMSP training 

 Submitted proposal for ROP III funds

 CMSP RPB member nominations sent to NOC 

 

CMSP RPB member nominations sent to NOC



Pacific Leaders Statements on Climate 
Change and Coral Reefs 

 Polynesia Leaders Group – 8 countries and territories 
signed a statement on Climate Change and coral reefs in 
August 2012 in the Cook Islands. (Members:  American 
Samoa, Cook Islands, Maohi Nui-French Polynesia, Niue, 
Samoa, Tokelau, Tonga and Tuvalu). 



Proposed ESA Coral Listing 
 AIC concerns expressed  

 Start engaging federal agencies and communities in discussion 
about this listing 

 Section 7 consultation with NMFS  

tremendous burden to jurisdictions  

and public. 

 ESA listing is not right tool for managing corals with respect to 
the risks of climate change  

 



Watershed Partnerships 

 Guánica-Río Loco Watershed  
 NCRS, FWS, NOAA and NGO efforts to protect the 

Guánica-Río Loco Watershed continues. 

 Sediment sampling at Lucchetti Reservoir and Río Loco 
of trace metals found on the coast. Feb 2013 



Governor Sunia Summer Internships 
 Contributing partner agencies: 

 DOI, Office of Insular Affairs 

 FWS-HQ  

 FWS-Region 4 

 USDA/NRCS unable to contribute funds due to hiring 
freeze but can provide in-kind assistance 

 



Micronesia Challenge (MC) 
 MC Regional Sustainable Finance Plan/ Fundraising 

Strategy  was endorsed by  the Micronesia Chief 
Executives 

 MC Business Plan to be developed 

 MC endowment - $12 million 

 Baseline for marine indicators collected and an MPA 
management tool has been tested 

 6 new site-based management plans finalized  

 Partnership with Global Island Partnership (GLISPA) 

 



Coral Fellows Program 
 Concern that NOAA/CRCP is considering termination 

of the program. 

 Jurisdictions regard this as a very successful program. 

 AIC requests an evaluation be conducted. 



American Samoa 
Community of Faga’alu 
working to implement 
their community based 
management plan  
-outreach programs 
-recycling initiatives 
 
Local agencies finalizing 
agreement to make the 
quarry compliant with  
local and federal 
environmental 
regulations 
 
Coral and sediment 
Monitoring are ongoing.   
 

Faga’alu Watershed 



American Samoa 

• Crown of Thorns Outbreak, South Coast of Tutuila 
• Coalition working on removal 
• Baseline Surveys and monitoring 



Garapan Watershed Conservation Action Plan Workshop  
Outcome:  ONE comprehensive watershed plan 

Main threats identified: 
•Bacteria from animal and human waste 
•Nutrients from agricultural lands 
•Chemicals and sediments from roadways 
•Improper/illegal land clearing 
•Directed hunting of turtles 
•Local depletion of fish stocks 

Solutions to be implemented: 
•Improve regulations and enforcement 
•Employ engineering and infrastructure BMPS 
•Increase research and monitoring 
•Conduct education and outreach campaigns 
•Promote community stewardship incentives 
 
 



Focal Points: 
- Adaptation Planning 
- Education & Outreach 
- Risk and Vulnerability 

Assessment 

 34 active participants, 
representing: 
- Local and Federal 

Agencies 
- Non-governmental  

Organizations 
- Business Associations 
- Local Interest Groups 

Photo 

www.ClimateCNMI.net 

Garapan, Saipan 
+1 meter sea  

level rise 



Laolao Bay Documentary 

 Overview of ARRA Laolao Bay Project (funded by NOAA 
Habitat Restoration Program and U.S. EPA 319) 

 U.S. EPA 319 grants will fund the installation of best 
management practices 2013 to address areas not 
addressed under the ARRA project . 

 Science, Management Actions and Community perspective 
of ongoing activities in Laolao Bay 

 Outreach tool for the community 

 Documentary funded by the Dept. of Interior – Office of 
Insular Affairs 



Florida 

 1st Documented Pillar Coral 
(Dendrogyra) Spawning in FL 

 

 

 

 

 Florida Reef Tract Bleaching 
Response Plan Completed  

 



Florida 

 SE Florida’s Management Options Identification Process 

 

 

 

• Results of Local Action Strategy (LAS) projects will inform 
development of new stakeholder management recommendations. 

 



Guam 
 Watershed  work continues with community involvement 

 Piti Asan Watershed Unit 

 Manell Geus Watershed Unit 

 Fouha Watershed 

 Community Coral Reef Monitoring Program 
 Partner with PIRO  

 Long Term Monitoring Program 
 New site in Piti (priority watershed) 

 2 years of data collection in  Tumon and East Agana 

 2013 – est. new site Manell watershed ( Achang MP and 
adjacent ) and Fouha Bay 

 



Guam 

 Micronesia Challenge 
 One Micronesia 

 Communication Plan – Marketing Plan 

 Governor Calvo: “…marine conservation goals had been 
met… time to strike the balance between conservation 
and fishery management… time to preserve 4000 years of 
sustainable fishing in Guam” 

 Climate Change Projects 
 Focus on Staghorn Coral 

 Mapping/Inventory and DNA sampling-determining 
connectivity 

 Monitoring and Restoration 



Hawai’i 
 Priority site work continues in South Kohala, Hawaii 

and Wahikuli-Honokowai, Maui: 

 Watershed planning completed for 2 watersheds, started 
for 3 additional 

 Conservation Action Plans for coastal areas are complete 

  Implementation of watershed projects underway at 
both sites. 



Hawai’i 
Growing Community Based Efforts 
 
 
 
 Makai Watch Strategic 

Planning  

 Community-Based Subsistence 
Fishing Area Designation 
Framework 

 Place-based Management 
through Conservation Action 
Plans (Molokini & Kahekili) 

Kauai Montipora Banded Tissue Loss 
Event 



Puerto Rico  
 Global MPA Enforcement Conference 

 Focus group interviews with commercial fishers 

 Fishery Managers Workshop 

 Ship grounding updates 



Puerto Rico  
 First Urban marine reserve - Isla Verde Marine Reserve 

- designated in September 2012. 

  Marine Spatial Uses Plan for the Manatí-Vega Baja 
Corridor 

 Public Awareness initiatives –Marine Spaces, Ocean 
Week 

 Caribbean Challenge Initiative (CCI)  
 Senior Officials Meeting (SOM3) and first meeting of 

Ministers in PR, March 2013 

 Political and Business Leaders’ meeting in BVI, May 2013 

 



U.S. Virgin Islands 

 VI Marine Protected Areas Network 
(VIMPAN) created 

 Federal and territorial MPAs 

 Increase communication, coordination, 
collaboration  & support to maximize 
efficiency & effectiveness  

 Shared priorities – communication, 
education & outreach; enforcement; policy, 
planning & fundraising; biophysical & social 
monitoring, research  

education & outreach; enforcement; policy, 
planning & fundraising; biophysical & social 



U.S. Virgin Islands 
BMPs to reduce LBSP in Coral Bay, St. John are WORKING 

EPA CARE & NOAA 
ARRA funds to design 
& implement 18 
priority projects 
identified in the 
watershed 
management plan 
resulting in 47 new 
BMPs  

Armorflex® swale 

Open trench waterbar Paving of priority road segments 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 Welcome to all Governors and new members Governor Lolo 
Moliga, Governor Alejandro García-Padilla and Governor Eloy 
Inos.  

 Thanks to USFWS and DOI/OIA, for funding and hosting the 
2013 Governor Sunia Summer Internships. 

 Encourages USCRTF members to support  jurisdictions in 
managing coral reefs with proposed ESA listing of 66 coral 
species and continue discussions. 

 

 



www.allislandscorals.org 


