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A citizen’s guide to answer
frequently asked questions
about MPASs:

What are MPAs?
Where are they?
Can | fish there?

Why do we need
MPAs?
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Sanctuary Rules

Mo Taking
Mo Fishing
Mo Feeding Fish
No Collecting

MPAs = More Fish, Bigger Fish
Big Fish = More Eggs
More Eggs = More Fish
To Catch Outside the MPA!
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What are MPAs?

Marine Protected Area (MPA) is an “umbrella term”™
used to describe areas of the ocean that have special
protection for some or all of the resources within
them. In the CNMI, MPAs have names like “Marine
Conservation Area”, “Sanctuary”, and “Reserve”. The
four MPAs pictured on the inside of this brochure are
“No-Take” MPAs, meaning that there is no fishing or
other extraction allowed at all. Other MPAs are called
“Limited Take” and may allow certain types of fishing
or other extractive uses. MPAs are established for dif-
ferent reasons, which determine how restrictive they
are. No-Take MPAs are established to protect an area
in its natural, undisturbed state, minimizing human
impacts as much as possible, while often allowing for
tourism and other non-extractive uses.

Area-based management, such as MPAs, is useful for
ecosystem protection, but it’s not the only tool for
managing marine resource use and conservation.
Other useful, often essential, tools include gear re-
strictions (for example, the net ban and the SCUBA
spearfishing ban), size limits (for example, lobster
size minimums), bag limits, and seasonal restrictions.

It is estimated there are over 1,300 MPAs around the
world, and efforts continue to create a global network
of MPAs. In 1997 Guam established a network of 5
MPAs (Marine Preserves) which cover approximately
11.5% of Guam’s shoreline. Japan has over 50
“marine parks” which they started establishing in the
1970’s. The Philippines, Australia, and many other of
our Pacific neighbors also have extensive networks of
MPAS.

Can | fish there?
There is no fishing or any removal of marine life of
any kind from the 4 No-Take MPAs in the CNNI
(Mafiagaha Island Marine Conservation Area, Bird
Island Sanctuary, Forbidden Island Sanctuary, and the
Sasanhaya Bay Fish Reserve).

Fishing is allowed in the Lau Lau Bay Sea Cucumber

Sanctuary and the Lighthouse Reef Trochus Sanctuary,
but harvesting of Sea Cucumber and Trochus is illegal
at those sites. There is currently a moratorium on the
harvest of Sea Cucumber and Trochus. At the present
time, it is illegal to harvest Sea Cgcumber or Trochus
ANYWHERE ig'the C!
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Did You Know?

A 26-inch long blue trevally

produces 86 times
more eggs than a
13-inch long one?
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