REGULATED SPECIES of the CORAL REEF

ESPECIES ARRECIFALES REGLAMENTADAS
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Groupers (Family Serranidae)

Groupers have heavy bodies. They are solitary carnivores that live near the
ocean bottom. Prey is carried into their mouths by the suction created when
their large mouths open. Groupers are hermaphroditic and begin their lives as
Possession prohibited February 1 to April 30 each year in territorial and federal . . . . .
waters. females, changing into males when mature. Many of the animals in this group
are difficult to tell apart and identify because they have the ability to change
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Tiger Grouper /Mero Tigre Red Grouper /Mero Guasa Yellowfin Grouper /Mero Pinto

Yellowedge Grouper
/ Mero aleta amarilla

Possession prohibited February 1 to April 30 each year in territorial and
federal waters.

Possession prohibited February 1 to April 30 each year in territorial and
federal waters.

Possession prohibited February 1 to April 30 each year in territorial and
federal waters.

color and markings.

73 =X -G Meros (Familia Serranidae)- Todos los peces en esta familia tienen cuerpos pesados. Son
et o ‘ : carnivoros solitarios que viven cerca del fondo del mar. Las presas estan llevadas por dentro de
| sus bocas por la succion creada cuando sus bocas grandes abren. Los meros son hermafroditos y
comienzan sus vidas como hembras, cambiando a machos cuando maduros. Muchos de los ani-
males en este grupo son dificiles de diferenciar e identificar porque ellos tienen la habilidad de
cambiar de colores y marcas.

N e

ey | i
Photo:R. Nemetg - A

A

Red Hind /WMero cabrilla

No harvest or possession year round in the Hind Bank Marine Conservation District (MCD)
off St. Thomas. No harvest or possession December 1 to February 28 each year in federal
waters within a 3.5 mile area east of St. Croix at the head of Lang Bank. No harvest or
possession from December 1 to last day of February in federal waters west of 67°10'W
longitude.

Nassau Grouper /Wero Cherna Black Grouper /Wero Prieto Goliath Grouper /Mero Batata

No harvest or possession in territorial or federal waters. Possession prohibited February 1 to April 30 each year in territorial and No harvest or possession in territorial or federal waters.

federal waters.

Other Reef Fish / Otros Peces Arrecifales

Species of fish associated with coral reefs or coralline communities during some stage of their lives. These species tend to

spawn in coral reefs, larvae are often pelagic, and most juveniles develop in shallower areas near coastal mangrove forests,
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Reef F]_Sh seagrass beds, and other habitats associated with the larger coral reef ecosystem.

Peces Arrecifales ,,o, : 27" 2
Tarpon /Sabalo
(Megalops atlanticus)

Fishing is restricted to catch and release using hook and line only in
territorial waters.
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Bonefish /Macaco
(Albula vulpes)

Fishing is restricted to catch and release using hook and line only in territorial waters.

Especies de peces que en alguna etapa de su vida se encuentran asociados a los arrecifes de coral o de comunidades coralinas. Estas especies a menudo se

TS

Mutton Snapper /Sama Yellowtail Snapper / colirrubia

(Lutjanus analis) (Ocyurus chrysurus)

Closure: April 1-June 30 in territorial and federal waters and Size limit of 12 inches total length in federal waters.
March 1-June 30 in territorial and federal waters in 2.4 mile
long area between Long Point and Sandy Point.

Lane Snapper /
Arrayado o manchego
(Lutjanus synagris)

Possession prohibited April 1 to June 30 each year in federal and ter-
ritorial waters.

In federal and territorial waters, as well as along the coast, the collection of all species of live or dead
coral is prohibited without a valid collection permit for scientific or educational purposes.
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Elkhorn Coral and Staghorn Coral
/ Coral cuerno de alce y coral cuerno de ciervo
(Acropora palmata, A. cervicornis)

Listed as threatened under the Federal Endangered Species Act. Regulations are in process that will allow the
capture and possession of these species for scientific and educational purposes only.

West Indian Top Snail or Whelk /
Bulgao o Burgao
(Cittarium pica)

Regulations are territorial only. Minimum size of 2 7/16 inch shell diameter. Must be landed in
shell. Closed Season from April 1 to September 30 each year.

Queen Conch /cCarrucho Reina
(Strombus gigas)

Federal waters: Fishing and possession prohibited in federal waters except in the area east of
64°34’ W longitude, which includes Lang Bank (St. Croix) from October 1 to June 30. During this
period, the following limitations apply: Minimum size: 9 inch shell length or 3/8 inch lip thickness
and conch must be landed in the shell; Commercial - 150 conch per day per fisher. Recreational - 3
conch per day per fisher not to exceed 12 per boat. Fishing with HOOKAH is prohibited.

Territorial waters: Minimum size: 9 inch shell length or 3/8 inch lip thickness and conch must be
landed in the shell. Commercial - 150 conch per day per fisher. Recreational - 6 conch per day per
fisher; may not exceed 24 per boat per day. Closed season from July 1 to September 30 each year.
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Langosta espinosa del Caribe o Langosta comtin
(Panuliris argus)

Regulations apply in territorial and federal waters. Minimum size: 3 inch carapace length. Must be landed whole. No harvest using spearguns, hooks or gigs.
No harvest of egg-bearing females.

Shrimp /camarones

Territorial regulations only. Commercial harvest from Altona Lagoon and Great Pond, St. Croix,
prohibited but recreational catch allowed with recreational permit. Sale prohibited.
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