We all have a role to play in preserving and protecting Hawai'i's coral reefs.

®
Re S e Ct 1 n C O r al Re e f S Hawai'i's reefs provide a home for over 7,000 species of marine plants and
animals, 25% of which are unique to Hawai'i. Healthy coral reefs are important to
all Hawai'i residents and visitors. Please do your part to care for Hawai'i's reefs.
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Corals are living animals that B B T ——— .

eat, grow and reproduce. They R S polyps. Corals are
provide food and shelter for | &% 0 s e RN (Y close relatives of
fish and other marine life. As &5 ATy o :’:‘Z o : fg %’ZZZOMS and
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you can easily damage living Lo

coral by touching, kicking and ~ ®feee

stepping on it. It only takes Standing on the reef

seconds to damage a reef, but ] as shown here can

. _ amage and even kill

it may take decades for it to the living animals.

recover. You can help protect

Hawai‘i’s corals by viewing the

reef from a distance.

Endemic Hawaiian A Hawkfish perches on
Damselfish, found nowhere o the reef, blending in and
else on earth, take shelter L - i waiting for an opportunity
among the living coral. P . B SRR to strike its prey.
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Cleaning Stations are maintained by small

brightly-colored cleaner wrasses, which get

their meals by picking parasites and mucus
from fishes that seek their services.
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Surgeonfishes

are important FiSh DOIl’t

grazers on

the reef. N eed Feeding

Fish feeding has been shown

to alter the natural community
structure of the reef, and promote
aggressive behavior in fishes. Please
allow the fishes to eat their natural
Feeding fishes o food... many of them play an
can result in e important role as grazers, keeping
bite wounds |- | seaweed growth in check. Help the
such as this. \ reef and stay safe; please leave the

fish food at home.
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Fragile Finger Corals are found
in deeper waters sheltered
from the churning forces of
large waves scouring the reef.

.. provide shelter for
" - ' | -__ many A ﬁshes
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Please enjoy marine wildlife | | other marine

from a distance. Animals such W SN life plenty of
as turtles, dolphins and monk B 2 g ) o,

seals may be very sensitive to T

human disturbance, and are

protected by law. Never handle,

chase, or harass any type of o  hic ype of

marine life. Please respect them  hurassment disrupts

and their habitat. Keep your the animals’ | -i
distance and take photos rather natural behavior - PG This sign was made possible through the funding and technical support of the following agencies & organizations:
and can affect their ' S

. . .,.:.'.. s _:'."' ; ' WTY OF o - CEANY ' ) IDATIC c&"'mdw e g Auving Reef G-i?res
than souvenirs. bili d g N 22y, | HE TFFANY 8 CO. FOUNDATION 0 — ) o N slands L7
ability to rest, feed, A wBs A | - i £ s g’ ~ @ Y - B { ~

&) HAWNWALD E L lections 8

e @ @ R S o Maui Land & Pineapple A 74

- Hawall Division of Aquatic Resources
TOURISM AUTHORITY THe CoraL REEF ALLIANCE Company, Inc. State o pavd"

Lobe Corals form rounded
mounds on the reef,
| y . often appearing like little
- iry s 7 = 7 mountains on the sea floor.
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