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Editors’ Perspectives- Introducing the
Journal of Micronesian Fishing

Fishing is an activity that permeates life
throughout Micronesia, We all like to
share photos of the ones we caught, talk
about the ones that got away, and comparne
the sy wie eat our sashimi, soup, or bar-
boque. s as much a part of fishing as
puttimg squid om the hook, sharpening
your spoear, or rememberning to add the oil
when fucling up. W arcabed the Joumal
of Micronesian Fishing lo shane some of
our slorics with vou, and we hape, in
reburm, you will hare with us, We aim o
cover all aspedts of fishing throughout the
regian - documenting cabches, sharing
technbques, exploring culture, epoerting on
current events, and discussing tremds.

This purnal represenis an open fomam for
dialesg between vou, the readers, the fishermaen, the communities, the resource: managers, and the
policy makers alike. One of the g stories that we all should be sharing is o fishing has
changed over the years — unlefunately generally a change fer the worse— and how you or | can
help improve things, We'll probably nod sew fishing like it was in the 50 and 8Fs in our lifetime,
but perhaps the next generation will if together we get the wond out and start making some serious
chisors aboul how, when and whene we fish. What is the “right” chosee? What i the Bost” ehasloe?
The answor often depends upon the person, but we'd like to think that together we can bearm from
what elhers have tried in the region, Agwre out what worked, and leam from what didn't - its
time bo talk story.

Beyond being a place to share epinions and discuss issues, wie also want to oelebrate the tradition
of fishing in Micronesia, Through stories and photographs, we offer you the chanoe te impress our
readers with spectacular catches, and we aim ko leach the younger generation how it was._and
haw it is nivw, 50 we can all decide how it will be in the future. We simoedely hope yvou enjoy our
prarrmal anad haope you willl eontidbute your words and images to help make it a sucoess, Find us
online at (www.micronesianfishing com) or write to us at PMB 1156, PO Box 10003, Saipan, MP
9650, We look forward to hearing from you. Fish on!

Simeerely,

Johw Starmer
Peter Houk
Scott Russell

Phaotie; Kids deapoygrg Hscns wirues ol oo Sasbitran bodl, Chitial Shatts,



Commerical Fishing in your EEZ

EE#s or “economic exclusize zones” have long been a hol
1|.'||'|;:' Ihn!u;;hlrul. Mlicronesia’s |.|.'Hi-||.l|:i'lur e R0, cirl fee
'\|1-||:1'\.\_ resBauranis, and bars. FES = amne spals ally dedemed as
thie oovanac waliers that extend Prem o conulries shoreline oul
i AN nawtical miles, and are prived for their highovalue Fish
ey resiaroe=, I bwo oountrles neside dloser than XM milles b
each other then the EES becomes the hall-way point betwiesen
thi: countrics. For docades fisheries |l|'i.".'.|||l|'.'\1 have Eaken
|"|.|-.'-_' L1 Tt ._'j'|| 1l Macromesaan wabers: Bovwever e sho Iy
behind why most counfries leas: permits to lomcign vessels
rathie than fish themeelves always secmed a mivstery bo me
lapanese, kosean, amd Chinese feels that ane airmed at provad-
i fresh Fish for the expensive Japanese markets dominate
Yicennesia®s EES | vl In fact, one NOAMN rationa] smanine
feshieries proggram estimabed neariy 700000 foms of beesh hish
per visr have been provided bo Japan via Guam from 1959500 o
HNT. transl b R meas v VNN il o dollars... and theee @

othier commonly used ports Ehroughout Micronesia as w
Reportedly, the bulk of this fishing was o have taken place

betwioen 2 -5 and 140 = 1&F E. !.-!h-'.'..l.'l_l; ihi P wliactive
Sordh Bquatorial Counter Current thal runs from Asia Lo the

rnericas, including a nice chunk of Miceonesia’s walers

Hinw important is the FSM? In 199 permils for foncign fishing vessels socounted for $16.7 million or 2275 of
the todal government revenue acoonding to an April AN articke in Facific Magarine by Roberd Gillett. 50, why
don't the Micrene=aans fish their ovwn sbiscks anvmione? [E =cems that Eovermmienl P n-hu'._|;-.-|ﬂ--r.|‘.| iEfle
afarbod up threwghoul AMicronesia when the compact fundemg was flowing, bat nesver really made a prodat
Somowhere between keeping up with the rapidly improving techndogy, paving for shipping, offloading

e b bhaer 1. AT kel AP s of oo Fael, =eem o have made smalber EOVE el s ok fabioss Fatl i
comparison b grant, Asian counferparis. In fact, an artiche | found that abed the P55 stabishical vearbook
claimed that the situation was =0 bad in the 1997s that approximately 577 million was hest, equating to S120
dollags Pt Fe& aabirenm. Thaas l,'\lq'.'||1|||||15.:| seerns Fo e the wav of Bhe fulune, but as swith any

sipnificant source of indepondent country income. . racking Ehe naambers can be elusivie... where does the
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Boy Scout Beach: The - of

by Scott Russell

December 25, 2008 dawned cool and breezy on Saipan. The sky was a pastel blue and nearly
cloudless but much of the i=land’s coastline was being pounded by giant waves generated by a
winter cold frent 1F | was bo continue my 35-year tradition of spear fishing on Christmas day, |
wiould have fo find 3 spist F’I‘I'Ill.l."l.‘ﬁ.'l,‘.l frorm wahﬂh.}' arax. Alter mnl.id-r.'rin[.-, thi= oplions, 1 dciced
b ive Boy Scout Beach a try

LA

5
%

Boy Scout Beach is located on the leeward side of Mauftan Peninsula at the extreme southeastorn Lip
of the izland, D to its bocation, this strefch of coastline and adjacent off-shone waters are normally
profected from the prevailing trade winds and swell. | was hopang that it would be calm enough b
fish even with a hazardows surl waming in effect.

Being Christmas, | ks that my fishing partaers wisald be busy with their families and friends.
The prospect of fishing alone, however, didn’t dampen my enthusiasm, | have fished by myvself for
many years and, B be honest, [ actually enjoy the solitude. | know this vielates one of free diving™s
cardinal rubes and 1 certainly don't ecommiend that others follow my bad example, But being just
shiy of 60, e oo sob in my wavs o change.

I armved at Obyan Beach in the carly affernoon with kayvak and dive gear loaded aboand my rusty
pickup truck. A quick scan of the southern honizon revealed cale waters off Boy Scout. Fishing
wam on! After t-ru.-:lu'q; my gear inﬂwhy.ﬂ:, | p.tdlﬂudm! the channel cut and cruised south in the
direction of Mauftan Podnt

Boy Seoat Foac b actually tweo diserete pockets of sand separated by a short steetch af pocky coost-
lime abowt a kilometer south of Bhie main beach af fﬂ)}'an. The airca god it name in the 10850 whoen it
briefly served a4 a carmp sife for a troop of Saipan Boy SeoutMirine: World War 11, Boy Seout had
biven @ popular recreation beadch For odf-duty American aifm@who flow B-29 bombing missions
aganst fapan. [The concrede slabs of their hiving quarters wA111 dot the landscape just inland from the
bach




" Fishing Christmases Past

Being in ne particular hurry, | ook somme time te enjoy the clear tunquoise waters and rugged,
jungle-fringed shordine,  The presence of several groen sea turtles cruising serenely on the: sur-
face of the water added o my enoyment.

Thas rich tapestry of visual treats remindied me swhy Boy Scout had long been one of my favorite
spots on the Bland, | accidently stumbled upon the beadh in the sumemer of 1974 while ona
hiking brip bo Mauftan Point. What a spot! With a narrow ribbon of pristine sand, a beautiful
fringing reef and small sus, Boy Seout Beach had it all.

I quackly shared the news of this discovery with a coaple of my Gishing buddacs wh, like me,
were inexpericnoed but cager For adventure, Within 2 couple of woeks we had cul a trail through
the purgle bo link the beach o the old World War -era military rosd that suns paralbel Lo the
coast, With easy aocess established, wre wene ready b give the new spot a tee

Fishing in the 1990s was considerably different than today, First off, our equipment was paetty
lirmited. A mask, snorkel, and a cheap pair of fins made up our basic diving gear. Our guns,
crafbed by an enterprising prisoner ab the Susupe jail, wene less than a meter in length and pow-
ened by a thin picoe of rubber tubing, This homemade “pachinko™ fired a rusty shait which
sometimes had a small Blob of braising rod welded on the tip to serve as a barb, We also used 2
floating fish boy called an “M-boat™ to keep our cabch safe from sharks, Usually it was palled
by the least skilled fisherman in the group who we jokingly called chide guagua™.

Although our gear was not up to modern standands in the ‘705, the marine life was fantastic.
Back then, out of the way places like Boy Soout Beach were infroquently visited and the fish
were plentiful and usually peetty tame even in very shallow water.  In those days, Boy Scoul’s
coral reef was healthy and its many cavies and ovierhangs provided excellent habital for a wide
Fang of roecf fishes and other marine ceeatures,

Chur first attermpts b fish Boy Sooul wese mighitime adventuns in shallow waiber just outside the

frirging reel. Although the sleeping fish wene casy targets, getting them into the M-boat proved

b b mwearly imposible. Within moments of taking our frst shol, we invanably would be sur- A
eoki sl h:. a half doeecn of more {:n.-:. Bl d sharks, These dqnp,'nmi and .
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]m.l.j;_im:' the smell of fresh tuna fish and the burming sensalion of the Erolling lind nenning; in
your hamds with the sailing canoe moving through the wind and surfing the ocean swell grace-
fully in ther carky momming hours, This i what all tuna tredlers enpoy on a ty pir.ll fizhing day on
thee islamel of Tobd, a srall sland im southwest aegion of Palau. Fishing almost as masch a rileal as
.(\ odng bo early moming Sunday chunch, excupl, tuna trodling is a dml:n.' ritwal necessilabed h:l.' thi
: lack of modern amendties such a8 freceers or chillers o hold fresh vesterday®s catch for today's

\ COnsL Mo,

[ am the oldest ina family of cight: seven boys and one girl Though our father 5 blind and relbes

5 Trolling-Hatohobei Style
>
>

5 n g oy e Boe aseist him with evervihing that hae nesds to do, be is sl a masterful fizherman. In thae
','* . ewening boefone the trolling day, my Gther descrbes to me the sbees and the different colors he

- L] wiants for his trolling: lune<. 1 then go ooworkes | make up Boo6oor & diffenent lones, some big and
f; \ sommve small, Chicken feathers are wsed for una hares, and we grow roosters with different feather

codinrs b provide Bhe needed matenals, Bed and Blue cloth might also be used Bo dnsss up {kirt)
thee lupes, Conee the lures ane done, | proossd bo the canoe bouse to make sure all paddles; water
baibrrs, and the canoe’s sadl ane ready for the meesd days | also inspect the cane hall and oulnigger
parts and thes just bo make sune all s secure, Before going to bed, we pray for good weather and

::’ oo =ailing wind.
p
&

The next morning, we rise carly at 430 and push out the canoe foom shone, Onee see clear the reef

|, W |_'I-||L-|' = =il up ard -\.||'|||_'l (HT l;r||||||'.J_'| lin ".|'| Fathee asks me to scan the skics and the

hetrrieom bor fewding seabind=s and :'n_q-.'L-.' birds— indicators that luna are present. As we troll, iy

dad |'-\.'\-|"'|-|;.||!|::| chiecks the swell directions, wind directions and whene Ehe bieds are ﬁ\.“diﬂ-},"- This

[ information givies ham the ability bo kack or change =ail diredions onde e focis Bhe noed. Fre

% UTCy ol tura mking the bait and the sipes of tuma we start o catch dictate the size of the lupes bo
wsee, Our distance from the island and the time of day also play a part on which color and what

# sape ol lunes we will |'\l|,.||| F-. [ l“'. thi= farther out from the island and the b |=.:||".-|'F the s s
abinve the homzon, the bigger Ehe hare wie use,

‘#f'- Brrcause my father teaches at the ondy clementany school on the island and thene ane mo necaers
aned chillers to stope moee tean what swee need for thie .,I._'::.', wie pedurn Bo Ehe B=land with our catch
"_ around Jam. All Bhe canoes thal wenl oul saal glose bo Uk chansel whene we Liunched and start
N, reding in thasie trodling lings. The maood is up and after an unspoken sigmal, the morming's trollers
“"\ decide to race for the channel. This i the most exciting part of the trolling trips as woe get to el
b the sailing canoe surf the oocan swells while outriggers are |1|,||||,-\.,| ogh of thae water 1o make the

e candoe go tasber. Unoe back on the Beach, and the canoes ane pul away, we ey e fesulls of our
ﬂ' moening s eiforts befone: going on with the et of the day with the nast day’s trolling to look for-
! ward (o
&
- ' Justin Andrew
L
.I
e
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Your food, your choice.

Help support informed

resource management.

ournal qf ‘Micronesian Tisﬁing

Submissions: Contributions can be as simple as photos of your catch or as

detailed as a transeribed interviews, Mainly we are looking for stories (600-1200

wieds |l\.l-r'|:|.|| abwmat I'n.hmh_ culbaral |I|'|F‘i|.r='|.'||'||. = ol ':'\-hlﬂ MRARGEEment, oo I|'||"'|.'
ettorts, history, why Lincle Semao s the best fsherman over, and relafed .».'-|.1|-.=- IMF has an editorial staff
that can help ensune that yoar message comes across chrarly. We also are looking for seraller pleces oo (up
o BN words) in any language, induding yours!

Foarmad: Electronic submissions are prelerred and may be emailed o infofPpaomans.com.  Text submis-
sps should be sent as doe, orbfor i files, Tmages may be sent as gpeg or J0F Ales. English language sub-
mibssione: G0N and | 200 wosds, Local |1r|._h1|.1;._| suibmibsEns up B S0 vwords

Advertisement & EFDII'IHHHDI:J!'I-“" s distributed as h.llrl.|{t~|"in th ﬁ'uj.',hl'l.:t Micromesia on a fjuar-
teerly basis and issues are anchived on al www micronesiantishing com.  Advertising space is limited, so
please cmall inguisies o infefpacmancs.oom,

Write to us otz

Jowarmal of Micronesian Fishing

oo Pacube Marne Resouwrces Instifule
FARAR 1156 PO Boy IO0O03

Saapan, &I aUS0

Visit our Webaite: www micronesianfishing.com
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Each issue we aim to provide stories and phobos

that depict fishing as it was in the past, 20 or mone vears ago,

ard |'|'u_-i'-r|_-u_-|'|l_. '||'||_‘|,1:.'~.1'|-.|1-.n:,1 generation may not alweavs pealiae

just b different catchies, i -J'.inh i haoede, fish sales, and culiural -n'.l_m't;.'m. iff rixll.i*l.,_. mi:,1h| b, Cisr-
tainly the varving slands throughout Micronisia differ in the type and magnitude of change, howover,
wee'd like to hear, see, and talk about any experiences vou may have, In this issue | will do my best to get
things started by sharing some stories, interviews, and experiences that I've have had over the past 13
VTS while I"‘""h and travelling throwghaast Mioronesia,

O of the maost distinguishable and amazing e [ have ever seen, heard, and tasted i the bumphead par-
redfish, Schools of these fish travel around neamshone reefs and lagoons, erunching away at an estimated 5
tons of carbonate reef material per fish, per vear. Pl never forget when Clarence (Obak) Kitalong from
Palaw described the exciternent of his childbood davs when be vsed b thnow SREATS in the shalloawe wwakers
of Motk and Mopreruluched Villages, |1|IFl'1I'I;.': to land a critical blosw bo a large individwal, slowing it
crough for a price catch,

Cheer a diecade Laker, upson my furst wisit fo
Palaw in 1994, [ was amared as several fiche-
ermen rom Ngaraand-- Skeras, Elechang,
Arkasaus and others— patiently awaited the
setting sun while chewing betel nut, isolat-
ing upon a school of large fish that was in-
vistble bo me. Upon nightfall, they enfered
the water and quietly speared & individuals
tor a village gathering until my glowing ex-
citement awoke the remaining schood, and
|.|'.I."':I.' di.-pq'rh-.ﬂ.l info the dark waberse. Luckl ¥
I wras Fonaiven.

Ower the past 10 years I've heard about Palau has closed fishing for Bumphead

and sevn marked cooders loaded with irnﬂrr,.‘}r“'j;j due 1o concerns c*r'ﬂwrr'r.-'iir'rrg-
l'lumrh.ud'-. bor sale, espacially at the

rght e of vear and moon phase. Nosws it s against Palaa's low to harvest Ehese fsh until a better assiss-
mvenk of the existing stock, and its trends are known, While several methods of harvest exist, the fishermen
| talk to lead me Eo belieove the introduction of the underwater flashlight began a trend of unsustainable
harvist, l."|.'-|."l1|'|.lJ]|_l.' leading b tl'q.’.l!."\ ban. Mow | wonder o m:..'u'!r. s |:|'||."\-|.l.ll.':|.' i the bumbhead parmots
fish in Palau mirrored through otfer prived fishenes ssounces on other slands?

Peter Houk

Palan, 1am0's WH TTPIN Archives '.F’rhf:i.l:_pm. !mﬁry



Interesting discussions, informative topics,
distribution throughout Micronesia, benefi-
cial for the resources we all love....so place
your advertisement here now.

Write to us: info@pacmares.com or
Journal of Micronesian Fishing
PMBE 1156, POBox 10003

Saipan, M 96550
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www,micronesianfishing.com
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Pxaciric NMARINE
Resources
INSTITUTE

SCIENCE TO HELP COMMUNITIES
EFFECTIVELY MANAGE PRESOURCES

'SR is a locally imcorporated moneprobit onganirca-
ko bared i Saipan, Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana [=land=. We are dedicated 1o working in
partnershap with Macific communitios bo ssms,
memitor, and manage their precious badogical ne
spnrees for sustainable use.,





