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L weather, but to prevent the natives from stealing it, which they cer-

U. S. REVENUE-STEAMER “CORWIN,”
San Francisco, November 1, 1880.

Sir: I have the honor tosubmit the following report of the cruise of
the revenue-steamer *Corwin” in Behring Sea aud the Arctic Ocean,
made in obedience to Department orders, dated May 15, 1880, initials
“B. W. C.”

‘We sailed from San Francisco at 3.30 ». . on May 22, and arrived
at Ounalaska on June 3, after a rough passage of twelve days. We
found in port at Ounalaska the bark ¢ Henry Buck,” discharging coal;
the schooner “Isabel,” laden with lumber for the Alaska Commercial
Company, to be landed at Belkofsky; and the Alaska Commercial
Company’s steam-brig ¢ Dora.”

From Ounalaska the following report was submitted:

U. S. REVENUE-STEAMER “ CORWIN,”
Ounalaska, A. T., June 7,1850.

Srr: I have the honor to report my arrival al this port on the 3d
instant, after a passage of twelve days from San Franeisco, with
stormy, disagreeable weather most of the time. The “Corwin,” al-
though deeply loaded and driven hard to make a good passage, proved
herself an excellent sea-boat, and in every way staunch and seaworthy.
Her engine and connections work well.

We find the season late here; the hills are still covered with snow, and
the air is raw and cold. The indications are that the straits will open
early this year. The first part of last winter was mild and pleasant as
far north as we have any reports, and the latter part stormy, but
not unusually cold. The ice did not leave the vicinity of the Seal
Islands as early as usual, but this was probably due to the continued

* heavy northerly winds,

We found the bark “Ienry Buck” in port, discharging a cargo of
coal, six hundred tons of which is for the Treasury Department.  We
hauled alongside, and took on board fifty-three and a half tons. The
balance of this coal is to be landed for the use of the revenue- sels
which may come to Alaska from time to time. As it is not likel
this amount will be used inside of two or three years, I respectfully
recommend that a shed be built over it, not only to protect it from the

tainly will do if left in its present exposed condition. The Alas
Commercial Company have lumber here, and a shed that would answer
the purpose could be built‘ﬂg comparatively small cost.

is Book is the Property of the

U. S. COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY,

and must be carried on Book Inventory

AR e . s
- tha Evniratian



=l with one suit of clot]
- are m,“n oot
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all right, we can farnish them with stores ¥

rd
, and a
gar. I have taken this pre-
canght in the ice and being

1t e

v falling temperature of both air t4
- ice;and such it proved tobe.  Wefollowed its edgeto then

thirty miles, when it changed its direction towest, and soon after | ]
west, with bright ice-blink in that direction as far as could be seen
from the “nast-head. * Seeing no-prospect of getting around the ice to
E the northward, we stood back to the eastward, hoping to get inshore
of it; but a gale from southwest coming on drove the ice close in to the
land and packed it so that we were cut off in that direction. The heavy

w .
ﬂoao:gnm in :’ho Aretic during the whaling season. If these things
are not used they will be turned over to the company on our return and

harge made for them. 4
m‘%’e Ig:ve here to-morrow morning for the Seal Islands, where we will
remain one day, and proceed north as fast as the ice will permit. I
hope to be at the strai by the 15th instant, and will push into the
Arectic at the first ;?)ening. 5 =

In regard to leaving an officer and two men on Otter island, which is
left to my diseretion, I have to state that, in my opinion, in view of the
unusual amount of work to be done, the interests of tfne Government
will be best served by keeping all the officers and men on board the
vessel.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

e C. L. HOOPER,

Captain, U. S. R. M.
Hon. JOHN SHERMAN,
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. O.

DEPARTURE FROM OUNALASKA.

We sailed from Ounalaska on the morning of June 8, and arrived at |

the Island of St. George on the morning of the 9th, and landed the mail;

after which we steamed over to St. Paul’s, where we arrived about 10 '

A. . Here we were given a quantity of pup-seal skins by Dr. McIntire,
agent of the Alaska Commercial Company, for Arctic clothing for the
officers and crew, should they be needed. We were also furnished with
a fine large sarf-boat, in place of our cutter, which would be almost

useless as a working-boat for boating coal, &e., especially if the water |

should be at all rough.
While at St. Paul’s we seeured onr ice-breaker to the bows and pre-
pared to encounter ice, although we hoped not to fall in with any great

quantity south of Behring Straits. In this, however, we were mistaken.

FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH THE ICE,

At 8 p. ., of the 9th, we started north again, shaping a course for
Cape Romanzoff, and making the best of our way. At daylight, (1
A.M.,)of the 11th, an ice-blink was seen to the eastward, and shortly after-
wards what seemed a low, flat shore, covered with snow, but what a rap-

ice hing and grinding along the edge of the pack rendered it unsafe
‘ to attempt to force our way through; so, to save fuel and make ourselves
| as comfortable as possible, we hauled up for Nunivak Island, and at
| 230 p.ar, came to anchor in a good harbor for a southerly wind, on the
north side, about twenty miles from the west end, off a native settle-
ment, the inhabitants of which ran away to the hills on our approach.

NUNIVAK ISLAND AND ITS PEOPLE.

Thenext day, however, we succeeded in capturing them; oneman, three
women and three children. They were very much alarmed, and evidently
thought they were to be killed. A present of some tobacco soon quieted
their fears. The man was persuaded to come on board, and seemed
. very much interested in all he saw. A looking-glass astonished him

more than all the rest. At first he was alarmed at it, and then, after
| overcoming his fears, was greatly amused. He did not know the taste
of brandy or whiskey, and when offered some made a wry face and spat
it out in evident disgust. He put his hands on the stove and secmed
astonished that it burned him, and even tried it a second time, to make
sure.

The houses of this settlement, ten in number, were built of mud, and
all connected by a subterranean passage. They were arranged in a
cirele, with a common entrance to the covered way in the centre. From
the main passage short ones branched off to each house. These afford
the only means of entering the houses.

The gale continuing, we were compelled to remain at this place all
. day of the 12th. On the morning of the 13th, the gale having abated,

we bade adieu to our troglodyte friends and steamed to the northward,
until 7 A, »r., when we again came to the ice, and followed the edge of
the floe to the eastward, and found that it extended to the northeast

! point of Nunivak island. Being unable to get inshore of the ice, we
determined to enter and work our way through it, which we did at 10
A M. The ice, which at the edge was pretty well broken, thanks to
the recent gale, was in thickness from two to eight feet above the water




to twenty-five to thirty feet under water. Soon after entering, a thick |
fog shut down, making it very difficult to find what few leads or open-
ings there were in the ice. However, we kept at it all day, gaining a
little at a time, and about 9 p. . the fog lifted and gave us a fine
view of Cape Romanzoff, bearing N. N. W. about forty miles. -

The sun set at twenty minutes before ten, but it was light enongh all
night to read in the cabin without lamps.

On the 14th we worked our way through the ice all day, picking ont
clear leads from time to time, and making about twenty miles,

We saw quite a number of natives during the day sealing on the ice,
One came alongside and asked for some tobaceo. They live ata village |
called Askeenac, sitnated between the south branch of the Yukon and
Cape Romanzoft. !

On account of the shallow waters along this coast the traders avoid |
it, and in consequence the natives have seen very few white men. I {
!
|

i
¥

think this is the first steamer they ever saw.,
The badarka in use among these people differs somewhat from that
used by the Aleutian Islanders; the former is shorter and has more

7 |
beam, and is made to carry only one person.

The natives venture ont
in all kinds of weather, but always in pairs, never going singly. Like k
the Aleutian Island badarkas, these are made of skin, seal or sea-lion, '
drawn over a light frame of wood, with a small ronnd hole in the top, in
which the native sits and paddles, and from which he shoots or spears i
game.  When night comes on, he draws his badarka on the ice, crawls
down ot of sight, and, wrapping himself in his “parkie,” or fur shirt,
goes to sleep.  They carry their rifles and a supply of seal-meat inside
the badarka, and their spears and sled lashed on the top; thus equipped,
they are prepared for land or water tra If caught in a gale they
lash two badarkas together and ride it out in safety,

—440ZNVWOY 3dVO 440 «dIN,, V NI NIM¥0D 3HL

We endeavored to find ont the number of people at the Askeenac
village, fron

native; but the only information he could give us on
this subject was, that it contained two dance-houses, I think the set-
tlement contained about thirty houses.

1 T 0 2E) Sq IS ¥ WAL 03

The same native informed us that the “shaman,” or medicine-man,
could break up the ice if we paid him well for it,

THE “CORWIN” BESET BY THE 10E, \

On the morning of the 15th we found ourselves utterly helpless, drift
ing with the pack to the southward and eastward about two miles per
hour. At first this caused no uneasiness, but about 8 A, M. it was ‘

noticed that we were among grounded ice.  We had only five fathoms

f



of water, and many large pieces were hard and
Coming in contact with some of these grounded pieces the vessel
me pretty sharp nips, which tried hev strength. At one time she was
ed bodily up several feet, and held ded for some v
ming in contact with one, “stern on,” the rudder was forced over,
he screw steering-gear carried away, and the wheel-chains parted.
" [ Happily the rudder-stock, which is of the best Oregon oak, stood the
‘strain, although for a time it seemed as if nothing could save it.

With this experience of the danger to which the rudder was exposed,
‘T saw the necessity of having it rigged so that it could be unshipped
at short notice, and set to work accordingly. All hands piled sacks of

al on the forecastle until the vessel was tipped sufficiently to raise

er stern and allow us to get at and split out the wood-lock. A piece

f oak plank was secured across the rudder-head by means of four long

n bolts, in such a way as to keep the rudder from unshipping by the
tion of the sea, and to be readily removed should it become necessary.
We next cut a piece on the apron the size of the rudder-casing, so that
he rudder-head could go forward sufficiently to allow it to unship
{without removing the apron entirely, then rigged a pair of shears and
‘rove off a purchase, so that the rudder could be taken in, out of the
“way of danger, in a few minutes.
On the 16th, we drifted helplessly in the pack all day.
On the morning of the 17th, clear water could be seen, from the mast-
Thead, to the northward and westward. At the same time a slight roll
| of the sea was perceived, indicating that it was quite a large space.
\Aﬂer working toward it all day, we succeeded in reaching clear water
lin the evening, having made about four miles in ten hours.

By the time we reached clear water, the wind, which had been in-
creasing gradually all day, was blowing a moderate gale from north-
cast, and snow began to fall. Not caring to venture into the ice again
in such weather, we hauled inshore and anchored under Cape Roman-
zoff, where we lay very comfortably all night, with a strong northeast
gale and a blinding snow-storm.  The wind drawing off' shore, kept the
drift-ice away from us and the

At 8 A. M. of the 18th, the wind suddenly backed to the northwest,
nd continued to blow hard, getting up a sea and setting the ice on
lore. We got under way and tried to enter the floe, to keep from being
driven ashore by it. For a while the floe presented such an unbroken
ont that it was impossible to enterit. The vessel was in less than
hree fathoms of water, when a small opening showing itself, we worked

A smooth.
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into ig.nnd continued to force our way through until we had six

fathoms. We subsequently made fast to a large piece of ground-ice

with a light anchor and hawser, and held on until afternoon, when, tle
wind moderating, we got under way and steamed to the northward
through a lead three or four miles wide, with heavy ice on each side of us,

Dauring the night we passed many pieces of ice grounded in eight
skins for Arctic clothing for the officers and crew, and putting the ice-
breaker in position, we proceeded north the same evening.

fathoms of water. These pieces of ice were therefore fifty to seventy.
five feet deep.

Hadi 5

Sir: In to D to report prog

he cruise from time to time, as opportunity offers, I have the honor
itate that we left Ounalaska on the 8th instant, visited St.

ind St. Paul’s Islands on the 9th. After communicating with the spee-
al agents on those islands, and taking on board a quantity of pup-seal

to

On the 11th we encountered ice a few miles north of Nunivak Island,

On the morning of the 19th, we made the high hills on the east sidein latitude 60° 45 north, and longitude 166° 30" west. A fresh sonthwest

of Norton sound. At 2 p.3r, when within about sixteen miles of St,
Michael's, we were again stopped by ice. During the next two days we
snceeeded in getting within two miles of, and communicating with, the
the settlement, where we found Mr. Newman, agent of the Alaska)
Commercial Company, and Mr. Nelson, signal-service observer, Mr,

fale was blowing at the time, so we did not enter the ice until the 13th,

after which we worked our way along to the northward, taking advan-
tage of every lead or opening which showed itself.

‘@ worked along in this way, sometimes making a few miles a day,
and at others drifting helplessly in the pack, until the 17th instant,

when a sharp northeast gale broke up and opened the ice, and started it

Ketcham, agent of the Western Fur and Trading Company, was living
on the opposite side of the bay, but, owing to the partly-broken state
of the ice, we could not reach his place without a good deal of diffi-
culty, so we did not see him. These gentlemen, whom we found \‘ury
kind and obliging, live quite comfortably. They have about half a
dozen log-houses, which they use for dwellings and storehouses, enclosed
in a stockade. Some of the more civilized natives are employed as do-
mestics. The buildings and everything in and about them present a
neat, cleanly appearance, |
An Indian village, about half a mile from the trading-post, consists
of about thirty houses or “topecks,” and a dance-house, “karzha
These honses contain two rooms. The first or outer one is built half
under ground, and has a frame roof covered with earth. The inner
room is entirely under ground, and is reached through a small upeniné
in the back of the front room. !
These natives are a lazy, worthless people. They hunt and fish onl§
when forced to do so by hunger. The only sign of civilization amon,
them is their fondness for whiskey and tobacco, ﬁ
While at St. Michael’s I learned that native traders, in the employ 01
the Alaska Commercial Company, had been back and forth In-(m-.-:
that place and Kotzebue sound, and even as far as Point Hope, durin
the past winter, but that nothing had been heard in regard to the

fI' shore, allowing us to proceed on our way the followi

ived here this afternoon and found the sound filled wi

now at anchor een miles from el’s. We will endeavor
re to reach there overland to-morrow, and deliver the

on board for that place, and continue our way

orth as fast as the ice will permit.

All hands are in good health and eve

Corwin? has proved herself avery able vessel; although forced throngh

riheavy ice for nearly a week, and at times lifted bodily up by the

pack, she seems none the worse for it.

I hope to be in Kotzebue sound ahead of the whiskey traders, and
break up their illi I shall endeavor to get
some tidings of the missing whalers from the n s in Kotzebue sonnd,
and also from those on the Asi ide, either in Plover r in the

cinity of East Cape, whichever the ice will permit us to visit first.

While in the ice oft Cape Row some natives visited the vessel,
who report the past winter as the most severe ever known, and some
sealers from Norton sound, who have just come on board, confirm the
report. They say the ice in the sound only broke up yesterday.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. L. HOOPER,
Captain, U. 8. R. M.

thing satisfactory. The

Hon. JoHN SHERMAN,
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. C.

s, in the vain hope that the

We remained several days at St. Micha
ice would disappear. Finding no change for the better, we determined
to try to work our way to the west shore and up the A Ac
cordingly, the 23d, at 1 A. ., we got under way. The ice was still
In

ic side.

purpose of trade, and if any vessels had reached the land anywhe!
aourth of Tey (',npe, they would have known it at Point Hope.
From 8t. Michael's the following report was submitted:

1

missing whalers, The natives travel back and forth all winter for IIII}EM".", and navigation rendered still more difficult by a dense fog.

assing the outer point of the bay we kept too close in to the shore to
void heavy ice and took the bottom, but backed off' without damage.

dn passing the mouth of the northern branch of the Yukon, we found

strong northwest set or current, with dark-colored water. The tem-
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peratare of the water at ‘:;o’“"f‘“ was 35% at one fathom it was 860, About fifteen miles west of Cape Siepermo we found another villa
and at the bottom it was 32°. Sy % )narked “0,”) also entirely deserted. Here we saw twelve dead bodies,
We worked our way along throngh heavy ice, with thick fog until) full.grown males. As at the other villages, the women and children
the 25th, when a change for the Detter took place. The fog clearedind probably been buried, for we saw none. The number of dead at

away and the ice became more open, making navigation less difficultlhis place was estimated at thirty.
and dangerous. = . ; ' At a large settlement on the northwest end of the island, (marked
We saw our first walrus, and killed eight during the day, Some of«1)») which we next visited, we found about three hundred alive.
them very large. One of them, I think, would weigh two and a halfpyey confirm the report of wholesale starvation, and say that the in-
tons. habitants of the villages visited by us on the north side of the island,
STARVATION OF NATIVES AT ST. LAURENCE ISLAND. wre all dead, not one i At this. sett] ¢ two hundred had
Our course took us along the north side of St. Laurence Island, anglied, and the entire number had barely escaped starvation by eating
having orders from the Department to investigate a report of the \vholm}l‘eil‘ dogs and the walrus-hides covering their boats and houses. At

sale starvation of the natives, which had reached Captain G. W. Bailey} settlement on the southwest end they said a large number had died,
last year, we improved the opportunity of doing so. ITenclose a u‘acin:t; ut how many they could not tell.
from a Russian chart, showing the location of the villages and estimated. This general starvation occurred a year ago last winter; but few
number of natives that died at each. We stopped off the first village,! ied last winter. The entire number, however, were again reduced to
marked “ A7 on tracing, about midnight of June 25, and found the villagdhe necessity of eating their boat-covers, dogs, &c.
entirely deserted, with sleds, boat-frames, paddles, spears, bows and Lhese people say the weather was cold and stormy for a long time,
arrows, &c., strewn in every direction. We saw no dead bodies; pro#¥ith great quantities of ice and snow, so that they could not hunt wal-
bably missed them in the faipt twilight, as we subsequently learned u(;m and seal; and, as they make no provision for the future, but depend
the west end of the island that they had all died. From the numbeftPon What they can get from day to day, of course failure means star-
of houses, hoats, &c., we estimated the number of those who had diedvation.
to be about fifty. They live directly in the track of vessels bound into the Arctic Ocean
On the 26th, we followed along the north side of the island, examinfor the purpose of whaling or trading; they subsist upon whales, walrus,
ing the villages as we came to them. At Cape Siepermo, (\.i““g@ml seals, taking, as already stated, only somuch as is actually needed
marked “B,”) we found the village deserted, not a sign of life l'unminfor their immediate wants, never providing for the future. They make
ing. I counted fifty-four dead bodies; and, as these were nearly "ﬂlouses, boats, clothing, &e., of the skins of walrus and seals, and sell
full-grown males, there can be no doubt that many more died. /”",ﬂm bone and ivory to traders for rum and breech-loading arms. So
women and children doubtless died first, and were buried. Most ofong as the rum lasts they do nothing but drink and fight. They had
those seen were just outside the village, with their sleds beside thum,h few furs, some of which we tried to buy to make Arctic clothing, but,
ible experience in the past, they refused to

evidently having been dragged out by the survivors, as they died, untifotwithstanding their te
they, becoming too weak for further exertion, went into 'I;<-ir lmusvs.,m” for anything but whiskey, breech-loading rifles, or cartridges.
and, covering themselves with skins, laid down and died. In many of We saw thousands of walrus while passing the i d, lying asleep
the houses we saw from one to fonr dead bodies. One woman ~\\'ué)“ the ice, but not an Indian in sight; having a few fu d a small
fonnd face down, just outside the door of a house; probably one of ﬂn’"m""" of whalebone, they were w
last survivors, she had gone out to find relief from her u*x"ril»lu Kum,l.vwhinlm_\'rll'xnh-r. As near as I can learn, over four hundred natives had
ied of actual starvation on this island within the last two years, and,
nless some prompt action be taken by the Government to prevent
in the village, about half-way down a small hill. he having fallen as hd} em from obtaining whiskey, they will in a few years become extinet.
descended and died as he fell. T estimate the ;uunb(-r of dead at thid! The natives of this island are the best-looking men that I have
place at one hundred and fifty. ; ; een in Alaska. They are tall, straight, and muscular, but perfect
{

ng for that curse of A

ings, and, overcome by weakness, had fallen and found that relief in
death.  The body of a boy of perh:

Aps sixteen years of age was found
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slaves to ram, and will barter anything they ])f)ssess to procure it, “m:
remain drank until it is gone. A more h(zm.ble state of affair cq
not well be imagined than now exists on this island, and will continug
until some active measures are taken by the Government to remedy i
From these natives we learned that several whalers had already passeq
up, and were probably in the Arctic.

Having completed our work at St. Laurence Island, we steamed t(
Plover bay, on the Asiatic side, in latitude 64° 217 37 N., longituds
173° 187 30" W., where we arrived on Sunday morning, June 27, and
took on board twenty-five tons of coal belonging to the Russian goy
ernment. We tried to water ship here, but found the small streay
which usually furnishes water to ships many feet under the snow. Thig
bay takes its name from Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “Plover,” whicl
passed the winter of 18489 here while on a cruise in search OE

Sir John Franklin, under the command of Commander Moore, R. N
The inhabitants, a part of the Tehuktehi tribe, are a drunken, \\'m'lh‘°
2y, dishonest lot. From Plover bay we steamed to the norti@

less, la
ward part of Cape Tchaplin, or Indian Point,
This is the place where the “Shenandoah” burned the whaling fleet i
1865, .;

s it is s

metimes «:lllhlﬂ

ST. LAURENCE BAY.

g of the 28th, we arrived at St. Laurence I:;l_\A;ui(z,
m

On the mor
watered ship from a fine, large stream wh

1 empties into the bay 0"
the north side. While here, I went on shore and gathered a numbﬂ“ﬂ
of small, bright-colored, and very fr:
mate here quite different from that of the eastern side of the s
SNOW,

ant flowers. We found the diZ
o
s all gone. o

xeept in such places as had drifted heavily, w!
8t. Laurence bay was the last place visited by the Arctic explorinx
mer “Jeannette,” previous to entering the Arctic. She m!“l""“‘g
coaling here from the schooner ¢ Fanny Hyde.” The natives, both e o
and at Plover bay, said that nothing had been heard of the Jeannett€ #
or the missing whalers, P

St

DIOMEDE ISLANDH.

After taking in what water we wanted, we got under way and steamét
to the northward until noon, when we shaped a course for the Diomel
Isiands, p

7 sing between them and Fairway rock about 5 p. M. T
Diomede Islands lie each side of the boundary line between the l'ulll'r
States and Russia, Kruzenstern, or Tgua-look, the smaller of the (\ut“\

lies on tluf ‘an»rirun side, and RatmanofY, or Noo-nar-look, the Inr;.’rh.
on the Asiatic side, ‘
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ENTERING THE AROCTIC.

- About 6 ».ar., we entered the Arctic Ocean, and a few hours later
an into a thick fog bank, that extended from the north end of the Dio-
be(les to Cape Prince of Wales like a wall. We shaped a course for
Kntzebue sound, but coming up to the ice soon after, we kept to the
1orthward along the edge of the floe all night, sounding hourly. On
she 29th, we continued to work along, picking our way through the ice
n a dense fog, and trying to work toward Kotzebune sound. We hauled
the dredge several times during the day, and brought up specimens of
crustacea, radiates, and mollusks, which were put into alcohol for the
§mithsouian Institution. Finding it impossible to enter Kotzebue sound
until a break should occur in the ice, we kept to the northward, with a
view to reach Point Hope, and communicate with the natives. On the
:night. of the 29th of June, the sun remained above the horizon all night.
CAt midnight, by observation of his altitude, the latitude was 77° 14/ N,
At 5 A. M, June 30, we made two whalers to the northeast. I board-
ed the bark “Pacific,” Captain Knowles, and delivered the mail for the
whalemen, which we brought from San Francisco. Captain Knowles
reports the season the most open he has ever known. He entered the
Arctic on the day we left San Francisco, May 22, and thinks the straits
were open even earlier than that. He also reports having communi-
cated with the natives on Point Iope, but could learn nothing of the
missing whalers,
We continued to work north as far as Point Hope, but finding the ice
* very solid, and having already heard from the natives, we did not at-
tempt to reach the land.

CAPE SERDZE KAMEN.

It being impossible to proceed farther north, we stood across to
the Asiatic coast. Arriving off Oape Serdze Kamen, (“The Stone
Heart,?) where Prof. Nordenskjold wintered in the “ Vega” in 1878-'9,
about noon July 1, we got good observations for latitude at noon, and
verified them at midnight by observation of the sun below the pole.
The results showed the land between Oape Serdze Kamen and Koliut-
chin bay to be laid down about fifteen miles too far to the north on the
art. We could not approach nearer than six

[

American hydrographic
miles to the land, on account of the heavy-packed ice lying along the
shore, We stopped several hours at this place to do some necessary
work on the engine, and, while waiting, hauled the dredge several times
bringing up large quantities of crustacea, radiates, and mollusks,




Y d we
” Captain Barnes, and,

At midnight we spoke the bark

Captain Williams. These vessels were engaged in shooting walrus
the ice.

POLAR-BEAR HUNTING.

Soon after passing the whalers we discovered two polar bears on tj On the 6th, we

the morning of July 2, we spoke barks “Dawn,” Captain Hickmo
and “Francis Palmer,” Captain Williams; also, the brig “Hidalg(

ch direction they were steering. He is of the opinion that i
ever bo heard of again, and all the whalers are of the same opinion. \
At midnight on the 5th, we passed out through the straits, near the
\siatic shore, being compelled to cross over to avoid a floe of ice com-
ng through the straits from Norton sound, on the east side.

f KING’'S ISLAND—A NEW RACE OF CAVE-DWELLERS.

and d with the natives of

ice and lowered a boat to shoot them, but did not succeed, as they to<ing’s Island, a small, high island about thirty miles S. 8. E. from the

fright and ran off before we could get within rifle-shot.

however, we discovered four; three of them took to the water, and tidicular cliffs, and bold water on all
fourth, a big fellow, laid quietly down and went to sleep. We gahas an exceedingly rugged outline,

Soon aftDiomedes. It is about seven hundred feet high, with almost perpen-

sides. It is composed of basalt,
and is entirely barren of tree or

chase to those in the water and killed them. Returning to look for t?hl‘ub. On the summits of the cliffs are a number of stone columns, re-

large one we found him fast asleep, but on the app h of the

hli

the remains of some old feudal castle. The most remarkable

he roused up and took a long look at her, and was about to walk
when a couple of shots were discharged at him, wounding him in ti

foot and side. He rolled over a few times then got on his feet and can SKins,
toward the vessel evidently prepared to fight. A ball through “iwhich contains about forty houses, is built on
‘trises from the sea at an angle of about forty-five degrees. Some of

brain, however, settled him. We took him on board and judge that
weighed 1,600 pounds. The skins were kept, but no one cared to t

the meat. It is said by those who have eaten it to be tough and stron; Arctic Gibraltar

After our bear hunt we stood to the eastward along the pack. 0
the morning of the 3d, we fell in with and boarded the bark ¢ Rainboy.
Captain Coughan, just working out of the loose ice on the edge of th
pack, with a large whale alongside. We continued to work to the eas
ward along the pack, and made another attempt to enter Kotzebt
sound, but failed, as the ice was still solid. We saw several vessé
along the ice, some hunting walrus and others evidently awaiting &
opportunity to get into the sound to trade. As they were some thirt
miles off shore we did not examine them.,

Having. a few days to spare, as we could get no farther north unt
the breaking up of the ice, and the traders, for the same reason, con
do no business, we decided to improve the time by re(urningy to§
Michael’s to fill our bunkers with coal, clean boiler, &c.

LATEST KNOWN OF MISSING WHALERS,

: On July 4, we boarded the whaling-bark “Helen Mar,” of New Bl
r:;';tﬁﬂlin:{l;lr{, master. Captain Bauldry was the last who saw
wm],eﬁ“ rm ers last fall, e H!}SI(I'N that they were about forty mil@

rom Herald Island, with clear water to the nurth\mﬂl,I

eature of the island is the village, composed of winter-houses, exca-
vated in the side of the cliffs, and summer-houses, made of walrus-
stretehed on poles, secured to the rocks outside. This village,
a part of the cliff which

the houses are two hundred feet above the water. The natives of this
are very expert with the “kyack.” It is said that
when the surf is breaking against the perpendicular sides of theisland,
should it be necessary to launch a canoe for any purpose, the native who
is to embark takes his seatin his “kyack” as near the surf as he can ap-
proach with safety, secures his water-proof shirt, made of the intestines
of the walrus, to the rim of the hatch, grasps his paddle,and, watching
a favorable opportunity, gives a signal to two men who stand in readi_
ness, and is thrown entirely clear of the surf. These “kyacks” are
probably the finest in the world, but, owing to the rough service they
have to perform, are made somewhat heavier than those in use in
Kotzebue sound, and are covered with walrus-hide. The natives live
almost entirely by walrus and seal-hunting. The skins of the walrus
and seal are used for houses, boat-covers, and other purposes; the flesh
forms the chief article of food, and the ivory is sold to traders for rum,
tobaceo, calico, arms, drilling, beads, and other articles. Many hair
are killed, the skins of which, when turned, are called “luvtahk,
form one of the prineipal articles of trade with the natives of the interior.
They seem to be very prosperous, and, although they appeared glad to
see us, could not quite understand why we had come among them, if we
did not wish to trade. We visited the village by climbing the steep cliff,
and, disregarding the sense of smell, we entered several of the houses,

eals




iing condition.

Near the village is a cave in the rock, where the natives store me
for winter food. The entrance, which resembles a huge gothic windo
during the summer can be reached by water only, the cliff being
steep to climb, even for a native.

From King's Island we proceeded to St. Michael’s, where we arrive
on the evening of the 7th. We found in port the Alaska Commerci
Company’s steamer “St. Paul,” and the schooner * Western Home,” 1|
longing to the Western Fur and Trading Company. We 1‘oun(lj :
Michael’s very much ch 1 in app since our visit two wi
before. The ice and snow were all gone, the weather mild and pleasa;
and the hillsides covered with wild flowers, while, to complete t
spring-like appearance, the air was thick with mosquitoes.

The traders of the two companies located here had arrived from
interior, bringing the furs purchased during the winter. They w
accompanied by a number of Indians from the different trading-p
on the Yukon and Tennenah rivers and other places in the interi
Some of these traders are located two thousand miles from the
They come in each spring, as soon as the ice breaks up in the rive
bring in the furs purchased during the winter, get a new supply
trade-goods, and return apparently satisfied with their lot.

I was particularly impressed with the fine physique of the India#
whom they brought down with them. They are very much superior}
the coast Indians, resembling more in appearance those seen on f
plains, having piercing black eyes, long muscular limbs, and erd -
figures, showing courage, strength, and endurance, As they have bs
dealings with the large trading companies only, they have not as
acquired a taste for liquor, but all use tobacco. I had the honor of
call from two distinguished chiefs, one a “medicine-man,” or “sk
man,” and a large number of the “citizens.” They seemed very mi
pleased with the appearance of the vessel. We discharged sevel
shells for their benefit, the explosion of which greatly astonished th

These Indians live by hunting bears, moose, wolves, and reindet
8'}‘1 trap mink and foxes. In the summer they hunt with guns; in
winter, when game cannot run fast, on account of the snow, the
and arrow are used.  Black bears are killed with a knife or spear, it beit
considered disgraceful to shoot them,

sy wip (“Sew) "X

‘y3S ONIYHIE ‘ONVISI SIONIX HO ‘HOMMNO..

When an Indian meets a bl
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, he approaches within a few feet; the bear stops, faces him,
( rises on his haunches, prepared to give him a hug. The Indian
ws his knife with great deliberation, and, addressing the bear, says,
know you are not afraid, but neither am I T am as brave as yon
. Then, advancing cautiously, he improves the first opportunity,
’hen bruin is off his guard, to give him a thrust with the knife in a vital
pot, and the savage has one more deed of valor to boastof to his friends
hen they gather in their dance-houses for the “Ung-to-ah”—a cere-
10ny which consists of dancing around the fire and relating in a kind
f song or chant, to the music of a drum, their deeds of daring in the
ast, and indulging in promises of still more glorious ones in the future.

The result of the conflict, however, is not always entirely in the In+
lian’s fayor; the bear sometimes gets the best of it, and handles the
avage very roughly. We saw several natives who bore the marks of
rery severe scalp-wounds received in encounters with bears. One seen
it Hotham inlet was terribly mutilated.

THE MURDER OF MRS. BEAN AND IVAN KOSHEOMIKOFF.

' The natives of the Yukon and Tennenah country have been somewhat
iroublesome of late, and, unless checked, will, I fear, become more so.
[hey have committed two murders, and the murderers are still at larg
Ihe circumstances of these murders, as nearly as I could learn, are as
follows: In the spring or early summer of 1878, a “shaman” on the
Tennenah river prophesied that a white man would be killed that year.
Later in the year, a Mr. Bean, with his wife and child, settled on the
river, one hundred miles above its mouth, for the purpose of trading
furs. One morning, about the middle of August, two natives, one the
“shaman,” came to Bean’s house and stood outside, the #shaman” lean-
ing against the doorway of a shed built over the house-door. The
family were at breakfast, Mrs, Bean sitting with her back toward the
door. The other native, stepping behind the “shaman,” pointed his
gun under the latter’s arm and fired, striking Mrs, Bean in the back
and killing her instantly. After shooting, the man turned and fled.
The “shaman” then raised his gun and attempted to kill Bean, but in
his excitement forgot to cock the gun. Bean retreated to another room,
and the “ shaman” also ran away. Bean gathered up his valuables and
fled with his little son down the river to its mouth, where the Alaska
Commercial Company have a trading-port.  Upon learning of the mur-
der, one of the traders went up and brought away the body of Mrs.
Bean. He found everything as Bean had left it, with the exception of
a few articles which had been stolen.
20
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5 d {5 : ; .. % )
. ] known by ¢! other Tndians, also DY iendly Indian, who was living at the village, afterwards reported that
traders in the district. ?"hemﬁva.s uwafhe, N2 murder was all planned before the Indians went to Kosheomikoff’s
“at the instigation of the “shaman,” in order to lhlﬂ»’ll'flprophef:y - Touse, and that he was prevented from warning him by threats of in-
murder seems to have been entirely unprovoked. The Indians sqng qeath. u
Mr. and Mrs. Bean were very much disliked by them. “Asin the case of the Tennenah-River murder, the guilty parties are
The other murder was .eommitw'l( “’: Nu]).:fo,” on the Yukon. 75 ot large. Unless some action be taken to bring them to justice, it
man was a Ivan byname.  Althou)] soon be impossible for a white man to live in this section of the
a deliberate and bratal murder, the deed seems tohave been perfornguntry, The delinquents are all well known, and can be easily reached.
in revenge for the killing of MOt.hel‘ Indian by the son of the murde: yg)ieye that they would be readily given up should an officer of the
man. It appears that the Indian had threatened to take the lifoyernment go and make a demand for them.
young Kosheomikoff on account of some difficulty which had oceur
at a settlement below Nulato early in' the winter of 1879-'80, and in| CENSUS-TAKING IN ALASKA.
spring came to Nulato with some companions, all being armed. | : 5 2 ; > ¥,
eirenmstances of the shooting are not definitely known; but it s&.‘At. St. Mlchne}’s, 1 mgtl Mr. Ivan Petroff, c:)ensu's agent, ofvthe luko.n
to be generally believed that the act was dono in self-defence; t stfxct of Alus}\a,. W ho'\\ as to leave on the 12th, m. a badarka, to make
young Kosheomikoff was, or thought he was, in immediate (langer,kmpkup Fhe l]“lf(m :1}0]1 ]to T,cmllg"a!l’f"lld ml.xke 2 pmt:xglc 2 t:ne
shot the Indian to save his own life. His father, the murdered o“f .m]umcl,(«‘o\\n\;\ l,"/ I] 5 \\tou | ti.d,\.c ku‘).t, "? ‘sm{ ;.l‘ml nﬂnng (I“T
sent to a brother of the Indian killed and, according to Indian c“mwas 2 around Cape Hewenaan il l? e T ‘uuv s mr?’ 2
5 - "' series of lakes and portages, to Fort Alexander, Nushegak river,
offered to pay for him. The brother agreed to this, and came witk . 3
F ‘ : : hich place he expected to reach about the first of September. From
number of companions to the trading-post, where they received the v:
7 A ort Alexander, Mr. Petrofi’s route was down the coast of the Alaska
of the forty marten-skins, and expressed themselves satisfied, thunki) . s s = 6 . .
. 2 i . oo "peninsula to Ogajik, making a portage to Katmai, on the Shelikhoft
him, and saying they were friends again. Kosheomikoff, accompanied . R a
% 5 Strait, and from there to Kodiak. Trom the latter place he hoped to
the brother and two other relatives of the dead Indian, went to thet G St PESEE 2 :
i - x 2 3 Treach Cook’s Inlet and Prince William’s sound by one of the trading
ing-post of the Western Fur and Trading Company, in charge of Napok : s T iq 2 T
% ¢ ; ” schooners, after which he would return to San Francisco by the carliest
Roberts, a Canadian, which was a short distance away, three of Gonveyance.
‘I"dm'mt:’e"'lg TL' Kosheomikofl’s house, - Kosheomikoff told R'"" The proposed route of Mr. Petroff has never been travelled by white
oy m:u eml ':u been settled, and t!m luttct' n.lso "m‘le.t]'.c Fndmnmm" and is both difficult and dangerous. Toundertake such a journey
]rre‘sen y and )r’oug!lt out some whiskey of his own (!mhllmg, "requires both energy and courage of no ordinary kind.
which Kosheomikoff' become very drunk, and was started for home
a sled belonging to Roberts, accompanied by Roberts’s interpr SEARCHING FOR WHISKEY-TRADERS.
Half-way between the two stations, one of the Indians drew Kosher
knfl"s revolver from his pocket and shot him in the back of the be  While at St. Michael's, it was reported to me that the American
flnng several shots into him. Taking the body to the house, and the schooner “Leo,” R. O, Walker, master, had been in port trading with
ing 'n in through a back window, they then joined their three® the natives, selling whiskey, arms, ammunition, &e.; that she had more
l"\ﬂ‘lmlﬂ, who had remained at the house, and all became very on board, and had gone north to trade along the
excited. They demanded the keys of the store, which were prods Norton sound. Iln\'iugl lr()m[lll.'ll‘(l lll.ll‘ work, wo got under way
and, after helping themselves to guns and such other things as on the 10th, and, after discharging a few shells from the broadside guns
wanted, they left, for the benefit of the nat

northern shore of
in

ag

es, proceeded north, to and along the north
o ol side of the sound, keeping a sharp lookout for vessels.  We stopped

These natives were joined by others, and remained in a villag 2 £ F & < y
Wi and communicated with the natives at Cape Nome, Sledge Island, Cape

:hl:lty miles off An.ll the spring, threatening to exterminate the
1 the country if any attempt were made fo arrest the murderers




of July 11, we attemp!
 watering ship, but found it still closed by ice.

| CAPE PRINCE OF WALES—A SAVAGE PEOPLE.

the 12th, we stopped and communicated with the natives at (g
Prince of Wales. This place is the most western point of the contine:
and is quite a remarkable promontory. It is high and ragged; one
its peaks rises over 2,500 feet above the sea. At a distance, owing
the low land behind, it has the appearance of being an island. On ¢
southern side the mountain comes to the sea, but on the northern sid
stripof low land severalmilesin width projects from its base. Offthee
of the cape a dangerous shoal makes out to the northward, which
found at this time covered with ground-ice for some distance.
whalers report this shoal to be making out farther each year.
The native settlement at the cape is at the extremity, and is divid
into two parts; one occupying an elevated position on the side of t :
hill, the other being on the beach. The natives are the worst on
coast. They have several times made trouble with the traders, a
attempted to seize their vessels. They were taught a severe les
about two years ago by the Hawaiian brig * W, H. Allen,” command
by a Kanaka half-breed named Gilly. The report is, that they
manded whiskey, which was refused, whereupon one of them attempti#
to stab the captain. The mate, secing the danger to which the capta,

was exposed, shot the Indian dead. A general fight ensued, in whitk

the Indians, although greatly superior in number, were badly beate:
Many of them sought safety beneath the forecastle, where they we

killed by harpoons and whale-lances by the enraged Kanakas, 0% ;

thirty were known to be killed, and it is supposed that many more &
drowned by jumping overboard, their skin-boats having been cut ads
by the sailors as soon as the fight commenced, 4

We found the natives all along this coast afraid of these fello®
They are great bullies, and travel in large numbers, compelling smal
bands to trade with them on their own terms, They cross over to
Cape and buy from the Tchuktchis all the arms and whiskey
want, and are said to carry both for trade with the other natives®
though at the time of onr visit we saw 1o signs of liquor among the
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SEIZURE OF THE “LEO0.”

From these people we learned that a schooner had passed north three
ays previously. Believing this to be the “Leo,” bound into Kotzebue
und, we ded in that direction, hoping to i pt her before
he had time to dispose of her liquor. About midnight of the same
late we sighted a vessel in-shore at anchor, and, on coming up, she
iwoved to be the vessel we were in search of. We anchored near her,
ind, after carefully noting our position by soundings and bearings,
md finding ourselves several miles within the limit of our jurisdiction,
sent officers and seamen on board to search for contraband goods. The
search resulted in finding a quantity of alcohol put up in cases and
labelled “Bay-rum,” ¢ Jamaica ginger,” “Pain-killer,” ¢ Florida water ;"
a case of whiskey, three cases of wine, and five Henry rifles, Having,
in addition to this, proof that she had sold liquor and arms at St.
Michael’s, I seized her, put Second Lientenant W. H. Hand in charge,
and sent her to San Francisco.

. The following report of the seizure was forwarded to the Depart-

ment:
i

AROTIC OCEAN,
Latitude 66° 18’ 53/, Longitude 166° 20/, JuIy 13, 1880.

Sir: I have the honor to report that I have this day seized the
American schooner “Leo,” R. C. Walker, master, for violation of articles
1955 and 1956 of the Revised Statutes ‘of the United States, prohibit-
ing the mtmdlu'twn and sale of distilled spirits and fire-arms within the
Territory of Ala:

The “Leo” was lvo.mlod and examined by officers hulnnwum to this
vessel and the following articles found :
alcohol, slightly colored, and put up in
each, marked as follows: S
labelled “Florida water;” ked “B. R.,” containing bottles
labelled “Bay-rum;” six cases marked “P. K. containing bottles
labelled “Pain-killer;” four cases marked «J G.," e iing bottles
Jabelled “Jamaica ginger;” one case whi three cases wine; five
breech-loading rifles,

With the seption of the bottles labelled ¢ Pain-killer
articles w hown on the manifest.

There also found on board a large number of demijohns, of
different 8, not shown on the manifest.

I forward to the Department four bottles of the alcohol, one each of
the different labels.

On the 7th instant, I visited St. Michael’s with my command, for the
purpose of ing in a supply of coal and doing some nece
to the boiler. While there it was reported to me that the
been in port trading with the natives, selling them liquor, breech-
loading rifles, and that had more on ‘board.

After (nlupl(-un;.:mu work at St. Michael's, and taking on a supply of
<coal, we proceeded north on the 10th instant, touching at several places

od “T. W,” containing bottles

none of the




d to make inquiries in regard to the schooner “Leo. spirits and breech-loading fi
" ] 0 1 8 g fire-arms within the Territory
ince of Wales we were informed ﬂ“"d“ vessel resembling f) wit: In having sold liquor to the natives in the Territory;
hiad passed, bound north, two or three ays previously. Belig oard alcohol of high proof, falsely labelled Florida water,
her to be Jnmito sound, we pro in that directigmaica ginger, &c.; for selling breech-loading arms and
out 11.15 o'clock of the same evening, the "In;o” was discoveredy natives. 2 .
in nine fathoms of water, about eight miles from the shore,Second Tieutenant Win. H. Hand has been detailed to convey the
h tude and longitude given above, Cape Prince of Wales bea 1 to the port of San F isco, Cal., with authority to make such
620 35 z.&dmnnt abont sixty-one miles, and boarded and exaorts on his way as stress of her or ities incident to the voy-
_‘ ' "m f.h' e g 2 2 \ge may require. T would therefore request that you will be governed
for o d the sworn i of Elia K koff, in relation to )y his orders.
‘*hTh e:: at St. Michael’s, Norton sound. In respect to details of ship’s ordinary duties, Lieutenant Hand will
e were also found on board the “Leo” several persons whiot interfere so long as you follow his instructions.
msza'; not upon the articles, crew-list, or manifest. One, a nat Until released by higher authority, all trading and traffic is hereby
mKodialkc):::l 7, was employed as interpreter. [ive were natiprohibited.
mﬂwsm y ‘l)n Om,&lrbag.lyﬂfor the purpose of taking seals aror Wishing you a quick and pleasant passage, Tam, very respectfully,

. Lienewski, who claims to be ag C. L. HOOPER.
ﬁ the vessel, and Samuel Asztals, said to be a passenger, were ¢ Captain, U. N, . M.
The native from St. Michael’s has been tak “Q Captain R. C. WALKER,
to be landed at St. Michael’s on our return. S the  Cormy 5 Sclmonci"“Leo.”

Second Lieutenant W. H. Hand has been placed of |

! = H in charge of | s

“Leo,” with orders to proceed to San Franciscl:: and report tgoethu i

psrm;;nt. QE?( will touch at Ounalaska, i possible, to secure pass: B B i

mlfml v 1‘(“:] s nﬁt(lll?;(“f;n; lthe natives of that place; otherwise, he y o
d them. 4

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, The following day, July 14, we gob il

C. L. HOOPER, cee(led to the eastward as far as Cape Espenberg, and, finding the
Captain, U. 8. R. Ysound still filled with ice, came to anchor for the night. A few natives
came off to the vessel to trade, but learning that we had neither whis-
key, breech-loading arms, nor ammunition, they soon left. We bought
Gl a few white and red fox-skins, paying in calicog drilling, and tobacco,

: AROCTIO OCEAN, July 13, 1880, at the value of about 80 cents per skin. These natives seemed to be

toss?n: FYou will ml,‘;)ﬂlﬁrgeof the seized schooner “Leo” and proe: Very Poor, owing, doubtless, to the fact that they are directly in the
with all possible di and on your arrival rep track of traders bound into Kotzebue sound, and can get all the whis-

¥ M gl | Y 4 & i get a he whis

w{}:’z 3?};%":;‘: gy telegraph, u{1d a8k for {natractions in the matd s
i . , and end to obtain j for 1
l'::::l;']e:&n boti."]l belonging to Kodiak to their homes. Should \“du‘
land thell’l”:ithtol::"]fmm 'ﬂlﬂt place, you will proceed to Kodiak & low, flat point, with occasional sand-dunes partly covered with g
stress of V:'eather. , however, entering the harbor, unless compelled! and shrubs, and, at the time of our visit, was dotted with small, bright-
You will not permit anything to be taken out of the vessel unk A short distance from the beach aro several

Hon. JonN SHERMAN,
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. C.

key they can pay for.
Oape Espenberg forms the western side of Kotzebue sound. Itisa
rass

colored, fragrant flowers.

authorized by the Department. small lakes which abound in wild fowl. The native settlement, which
I am, very respectfully, . is near the end of the cape, consists of about twenty houses.
C. L. HOOPER, On the 15th, the wind came from the castward, and opened the ice

y T
Captain, U. 8, 1. sufficiently to allow us to reach Jape Blossom. We found the east

Lientenant W, I, HAxD,
ached Chamisso Island without difti-

side entirely free from ice, and re
culty the same night.
Sie: I have to inform you that T lnARSffc (l)(,'EAN, July 13, I’F:: We came to, off the watering place, and made preparations for water-
have th ize p 8¢ " % h
;‘hl:i)z,: unders {:ur commgm]bfo., okt O'F I(r:‘l’:' ::"l‘!ﬂ“"}"‘"‘?mm ing ship early on the following morning.
ised Statutes of the United States, prohibiting the sale of &
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ments of the white whales will take offence and not
turn the next season. When the whaling is completed they coll
bay, near the mouth of the Buckland river. This place ‘bones and burn them; those who can afford it burn the clothes
e for a singular ice fi jon, which Kotzebue describ n while whaling, the poorer natives paying tribute to the “God of
covered with soil six inches thick, producing the most 14¢ White Whale,” by cutting off and burning a small piece of some
and ining abundance of th bones”  Capta
the Royal Navy, while cruising in the Arcticin 1826-7, clai; The “kyack” used by the natives on Kotzebue sound, and, in fact,
ave fully established the fact that Kotzebue was mistaken; t1°"8 the entire coast to Point Barrow, is a marvel of speed and beauty.
t he called a *glacier” was oceasioned cither by the water from {; i Very narrow and light, and great skill is required in its manage-
ing ice and snow trickling down the surface of the earthy cliff frd®nt- In these fleet boats, the natives easily drive the white whale, a
¢, or by the snow being banked up against the cliff in winter, Ly timid animal, into shallow water, where it is dispatched with strong,
afterwards converted into ice by alternate thawing and freezing, piit-headed spears. !
 ducing the appearance which deceived the Russians. The Buckland river is a shallow stream, but navigable for small
- The cliffs in which this singular formation is found begin half ts and canoes for a considerable distance. Natives from Norton
Pﬂﬁmmeuwmexmmjcyofmgpbm;poim’ and extend westw: yund ascend the Covearack river, at the head of Norton bay, and,
nearly in a direct line, about five miles. They are from forty to opking a short portage to the Buckland river, descend to Kotzebue
hundred and fifty feet in height, and rise inland to rounded Y ound.
two hundred to three hundred feet high, w r SO ISLAN
Th : o 2 ! TRACES OF EARLY EXPLORATIONS AT CHAMISSO ISLAND.
e eastern part, where the ice formation is found, is nearly perpend;
ular for about one mile; from thence to the western extremity, it | Chamisso Island is in latitude 66° 13/ 11 N., and longitude 161°
lightly inclined and i d by small valleys and streams 01.' \1’:1(5 . We endeavored here to get observations for longitude and
I examined the ice, and, although not fully convinced that Bew'ariution, but the air was so filled with mosquitoes that it was found
has given the true explanation of it, I donot think it is a glacial l.Ommpot;sil.\lo,; they covered the lenses of the instrument and the artificial
tion. 1In several places where water had run down over the face ut.“lorizon, and attacked the observers with such vigor and in such num-
cliff, in small streams, from the melting snow above, I found hol’c " that they were compelled to give up the attempt. The number
melted at least thirty feet deep, showing solid walls of ,clear {5 "75¢ these pests that will spring into existence a few days after the disap-
I also ascended the cliff and dug down from the top in sever'll. nchearance of the snow, is truly marvellous.
and always came to solid ice, after digging through frozen eﬂrth' folr "I‘(;‘ On the top of Chamisso Island we found a cross, erected by some of
feet. I searched the face of the cliff for fossil remains, but i Mhe early navigators, bearing the names of the “Blossom,” « Plover,”
either in the ice or in the soil aboveit. T wasmore for’tulntu I ‘_".'im“ﬂeral<l,” and also the names of several Russian vessels. “U. S, Rev.
on the beach below, after the tide fell, AR T o & l"“i 208 L"“Stl'. ¢Corwin,’ 1880,” was cut beneath the res
of mammoth bones and tusks, and some smaller bones | ]' “:" “:""n: The land around Kotzebue sound is generally characterized by
ably to the “ Aurock” and musk-ox. yelonging prifyounded hills, from one hundred to one thousand feet in height, covered
There are no nati i with coarse swamp-grass and a species of wild cotton, the latter being
located on the Buczlv::du::; ::dE:I;ls:':]‘::u bti‘)’)‘;ll:.ut] ‘ﬂ'";"",b”: :GO plentiful as to give the distant hills the :lplu-uru{u'u of being covered
summer months to kill white whales, (beluga catad:;;x ));:)lt,("l:”:;'r:;’xnm with snow. A few stunted bushes grow in the ravines.
and gather berries, which they “cache” until the un,uw comes, whet
they are taken to the settlement on sledges. : ks Peninsals
Like all Illllians, these are very superstiti Wi oo On July 17, we got Illlllll'l' way iI‘II(l steamed u.p past Choris Peninsula
- white whale they are not allowed to chI:, olus.' : ile hunting ™ to Cape Blossom, a cliff’ ten lf]lle«‘l south of Hotham h.nlot, where
tan skins, and many oth . P wood, “"lf in the earth, 8% we found a large number of Indians congregated, waiting for trading-
: y other things, for fear the spirit that controls ¥

1 visited Elephant Point, about fifteen miles distant,

INDIAN TRADING-MARTS.




- they would bo better off without it, but freely acknowledged their
bility to refrain from drinking, when liquor was placed before them.
D h ttem
the Diomedes and King's Island, assemble here about the he:‘:,‘;,l::d’;:s: & ::‘::,u;,w 3:1;:’,:“ Rl
) h:‘“ ‘h:; ﬂu:?l! t::ol:l:::ml:rw‘lo ‘f‘;me d‘f;v.“.l:he e 5 fat place and Hotham Inlet, off a native aettlem;nt, the inhabitants
mon s ’north N oatled bg'eﬂn er;' “ ll“:N em;; °: ‘which came on board and wanted to trade, but as usnal asked for rum
* “m °’_°“ Y IGAAYS . °;" atiig ad Henry rifles, and would not part with their furs for anything else.
& Tative ot 7 1 d-' g T‘fe m:‘ S ,'": “""“? On the 19th, we sgmaded in passing Cape Kruzenstern and steamed
o Al f“’.m the “““l. innuit,” the sl 41,0 yorthward, keeping close in shore to avoid the ice, which lay in
:-180 ej pronunciation being entirely euphonic, with no nltcm]mwy pack outside of us most of the day.
meaning; it i : 7
Wtad of % ll:“th:‘:: tilzs th: lnahlves “‘“ nh‘:ng‘ Shie'coast At C.\ ‘We stopped several times to communicate with the natives, who came
Buekls 1 rlvu «Kun _:I: em'" ' 'f 5-CEE t in their * oomiaks” to sell seal-oil. A number of them came off be-
ameuts;” at Ho,thl Ingl:tefn a ecn :] ;: Oape ‘li‘spcuh.erg, “Tup-igeen the Mulgrave Hills and Cape Leppings. They informed me that
ape Blossom, Kee'k'k'mg"““eﬁpeir winter-houses were a few miles back from the coast, near the fort

at Sulawick river, “Sulawig - gt X k Tiver., “K A :
» Cape Ki o & & BIy 0f Judging from the amount of discolored water seen by us several

P pe 3 e-keezaht-meuts;” Point Hope, es off shore, there must be quite a large river in this vic}nit v ; prob
kee-yoga-meuts;” Icy Cape, “Oto-kog-aments.” o g S Splaimio s i
Dbly, like all the rivers emptying into the Arctic, it is too shallow to

of’li':e l;:ya&z river is not shown on any chart, and very ume'ﬂﬂ.,e of benefit.
e natives say that it i I i ;
Y it takes thirty days to return up ther On the evening of the 19th, we came to anchor off Cape Thompson,

to th iver i i
o:i:h:m:::'k:r::. ?:;t 2‘:0;::;;‘: ‘;:::;‘le:';‘:‘:leep'" 0 0 avoid ru.nniug into a fog-bank which hung over Point Hope. Cape
seen with the glass from the mouth of Hotham Tulat, Tlmes majth " ; is a headland of remarkable appearance, about five hundred
only trees seen By s inelde the A retis-Olrola, e ese ure feet in height, showing a face composed of stratified, fossiliferous rock,
sent and crimped into all conceivable shapes, and presenting a variety

bnf::: :?:]hv;c:"::;::r "i,ehgu:ﬂ::: :‘a‘t‘i‘:‘:;nlg)nlfzt ‘:)l'll]y ‘Yilﬂ‘ "l‘fbf colors, A few pn.m', miserable natives live there. They told usthat
and seal-skins; those from Cape Prince of Wales b‘,‘ ] “.8 rus-ligoal could be found in abundance in the clifts, and I engaged one for
% ring whiskey, argome tobacco to point it out to me. After hunting until midnight, and
tobacco, and skins of tame reindeer, which they purch fi 2 i et . g sl
Tehuktchis. These articles are excl’mn e 14 rme rom Zﬂndm.g nothing ‘but stmm‘ of shale, slate, and sandstone, I collected a
Mbeston tor fie wolf 3 ged with the natives of few pieces containing fossil shells, and gave up the search.
olf, fox, marten, mink, &ec. - On the 20th, we reached Point Hope and anchored off the settlement.
A large number of the natives came on board, and a sharp lookout was
In additi H 2 7 : necessary, as they have the reputation of being great thiev 3
dition to their trading, the Indians indulge in a “big dam had taken five whales since the whaling-vessels were here last year.
n"d, all kinds of athletic sports—ranning, jumping, wrestling, ky Most of the bone had been sold to whalers, whom they reached by going
A ) &c ; " out over the i » early in June, drawing the bone on sleds.

I detailed an armed hoat’s crew, under charge of Second Lientes  After spending a fow hours at Point Hope, we started north agai
Edmund Burke, who volunteered for the duty, to remain at CapeBt but, finding the ice so heavily packed that it was impossible to pene-
som and board all vessels that might arrive during our absence & trate it, we returned and anchored south of the point, about four miles
search them for contraband goods. We explained, through the it “45¢ of the settlement, where we remained for the night. The natives
preter, to the natives collected here, and at all oth;r places where! again visited us, bringing a few fox-skins and some slabs of inferior

stopped, the object of our visit, and endeavored to improm”u,.;,,, i Whalebone for trade. These natives are great liars, and it is only by
Mda the evils of whiskey-drinking, Gcnemliy tHay m-(-u;(-d to resl the most careful management that any information can be obtained

NATIVE SPORTS.
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~ from them. In the evening six large “oomiaks” left the settlement 5 < ¢, 16 nearly all the time, and sleep without regard to timi ¢
:"d for Cape Blossom to join the 0"‘_"" collected tlvxerei but astgg eat when they can, and srteal any ‘l;)hing they c?\: got gxeler. te'l;::
ad only a small amount of bone and oil to trade, their trip was p ugh.
@bly more for pleasure than for business. On the morning of the 21st, a fresh gale sprang up from the south-
\st, starting the ice off shore north of Point Hope. We got under
i : Z ay, and shifted one anchorage north of the Point to make a lee. Here
h!l!huo ud;u':ri: :o;::dl::l“::e:l l;:‘bf“fl ; :‘:"'?“G’h .t:‘%;lhﬂve ‘e remained during the day, and had the satisfaction of seeing the ice
Mhmmnner > trnvelliu{ = obin 5 t“ t,I '0‘.\‘[ ""‘c ]" 's““‘iavel rapidly to the northward. During the afternoon, a party of
b S hich 1 stowedge o P"g "b ‘l’ 'f"‘“ ves; t 1ey USe unters from the vessel went out after reindeer and succeeded in get-
O!Wptkthe S o rything belonging to the entire fauy g o very fine one, weighing about three hundred pounds.
i bml e - % " On the 22d, the wind was still blowing from southeast, with thick
t of walrus-hide or seal-skin drawn ovvrg; but, believing the ice had travelled sufficiently far to allow us to

THE OOMIAK.

W : ¥
fe::%e;:lm Ti:‘::;?mz:ﬁﬁﬁ:‘;‘;ﬂkfm":: and t‘“'“ and a jgf north of Cape Lisl)urn.c, we got under way and ran up along shore,
SHiloiits: 1 Wit oot s ua.w: lnTthlongs, and made punding o‘m‘ \vuy: ‘We fell in with the ice before reaching the cape,
sharp at both ends, and with very little Aheyc;r T‘;{ are flat-bottomg founq it sufficiently open to work our way through.
i Aliciw Ot oeng ipy carry’s-iiara sal] A: melf use pad Rounding the 'cape,‘ wu' found comparatively clear weather, so that
contains, in addition to t.he ool Gala % il ki:;dmm oire had a good view of this snu-lewlmt remarkable headland. It is eight
drilling or deer-skin, guns, traps, spears, bows :n:ls y &y ll.lm(lrcd and fifty feet high, with almost perpendicular cliffs, and pre-
seal-skin poke filled with water ; qunnt’it SO 4ITOWS, & kyﬂ"pnts an cxtremelyI rough, jf\ggml u})pe:!mnce, 1t is composed of strat-
eral pairs of snow-shoes, a ﬂsh-;let o se{vera] :m "ment, a sled, fled l‘ime.stone', schist, and flint, and is said to contain abundance uﬁhssil
B il Jargo drion s po],e sl A fn ler‘?em for ca!emam.s of ll!ll!ll‘fllﬂ and shells'. The end ({f the cape and the air in the
several seal-skin bags containing skin clothin of the “shaman,” mmediate vicinity scemed alive with myriads of murre and puflin.
i wasoanal conaletmi ot it oo e g : On rounding the hez\}d we saw the stmfm-\\*hulcr, «Mary and Helen,”
Wil b or thive childrem. Add tohoss ¢ b “ﬂ:’“t as many womf New Bedford, boiling out, she 1}:\\'mg taken eight whales. The
alitter of puppies, and some idea may be fwo (:] ree dogs, each vimaster of the whaler reported the ice, to the northward, heavy but
S e y ormed of what a travelibroken.
The working-dogs are often left on the beach to follow on foot, wh
they (lf), keeping up a continual and most dismal howl, If ”;', w Wecame to about eight miles east of Cape Lisburne, but, after chang-
f)omes in ahead, and the natives desire, for any reason, to wmi“"‘: w’illg our anchorage several times to avoid the drift-ice, we got under
Jjourney, they paddle in near the shore, harness Nleir,dngs i ;l“'wny at 4 A, . of the 23d, and steamed to the eastward, keeping close
them to the oomiak, after the manner of a canal-boat and l:(xx~sn»< g A0 shore. About 8 A. 3. we anchored off a coal mine, which, upon ex-
themselves in the boat, and saying “nakonruck,” (good !) go "”Y"m amination, was found to consist of several veins, varying in thickness
way f“ thcj rate of four or five miles an hour, with no other effort t from one to four feet, lying in a N. N. W. and 8. 8. E. direction, and
zt:’::;:’iwnh ﬂ;c paddle, wondering, probably, why white men will b& (lll'lpmg to |!|<- 8. 8. W., at an angle of forty-five degrees. Six of these
-paks,” (large vessels), when the native style of travel is' veins were found. y .
much more simple and economical. When they wish to stop for a i With the ice and snow out of the way, and l!w weather nn.lnl., this
:(;l’:i;;h;:yuli’ﬂ(l;l,gltclln their tent, take everything out of the oon¥ B hot, owit tord Wo exparienced somo diflie oty
in their wintlep]:(,ul;;"‘w:h’ ogrotiey “T" quite as much at h"_"w lnininuv, and, later in the season,
ha e onsen; ‘".le": women, children, and dogs formits gro o vy o succeeded at this time in getting
PPy, noisy, dirty family. They eat when they feel hungry, ¥% 2 :

DISCOVERY AND LOCATION OF COAL DEPOSITS.

asy of access,
and snow and a lack of proper applianc
on account of the surf on the beach.
about six tons, and found

coal is comparativ
es for



u‘qirqnlity,ver.v similar to the coal of Seattle, Was
sry. It burns freely, making very little smok.e, but a
of ashes; it burns well in the stove. The location of the |

68° 50/ N.; longitude, 164° 55 W. It was reported t
.pilot, Captain E..E. Smith, who discovered it se‘vefnl N
is good anchorage, with a southerly wind, within b
» shore, in four fathoms of water, and fair holding-g
‘ked by a liar headland, which termi; seaway
lar cliff of sandstone and shale, some four hundred
M The veins of coal on the face of the cliff can be seen disti
~at a distance of one mile. About eight miles east of this, at Cape
fort, is a small vein of coal, which is marked on some of the char

On the evening of the 23d, we steamed to the eastward as
Cape Beaufort, where we came to heavy pack-ice. Unable to pra.
farther in that direction, we stood to the westward., The dri
- having set in around Cape Lisburne, we experienced some diflicul

getting out, but, after a night’s work, succeeded in reaching

and stood to the westward along the edge of the northern pack to

Herald Island. During the day we spoke several whalers, and f

them all doing well, having taken from four to nine whales each,

the 25th, we worked to the westward all day, speaking several wha) &
all doing well. The bark “Norman” had a whale alongside, which
were just “cutting in,” and we lay by her to witness the operation,
the evening we worked into an opening to the northward, thre
heavy drift-ice, with the pack in sight from the mast-head on eacl &
‘We had thick snow-squalls all night, so that at times we were compé
to stop the engine and wait for a “light-up” to enable us to see
leads. '
At9 A, of the 28th, we were in latitude 700 50/ N, ; longitude 175
W., only thirty-five miles from Herald Island, where we came to
solid pack again, and could proceed no farther. We then stood to
southward again, through drift-ice, keeping the western pack in s
from the deck.

The only signs of animal life we saw north of the seventieth pnrJ;
of latitude were a few murre, a small black diver, two walrus, an{;
polar bear. Thelatter I shot from deck and took on board. The dre
was hauled several times, but the bottom was found equally barre
animal life, the only results being a few minute radiates,

After following the edge of the pack to latitude 692 20/ N., we shir
our course for Cape Bl , to pick up Lient t Burke, and the b
crew left there on our way north, We had thick, foggy weather,
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ﬁm;, the first wlﬂch we snoountemd ¥

xpnee of clear water, the sea, although quite
\ ts, subsides with the wind, and does not leave

, as is the case on the larger seas and oceans. During the night,
e of the wings of the ice-breaker, which had become bent and did
ot fit the bow closely, was carried away by the action of the water.
e breaker was taken in on deck, and subsequently repaired and
wed in position. :

n the 28th, we stood to the northward and eastward all day, with a
northeast wind and thick fog. About 4 p. . the fog lifted and
made Cape Thompson, bearing north, by compass, distant about ten
les. We had been set to the northward fifty miles in twenty-eight

‘e arrived at Cape Blossom at about noon of the 29th, and, to our
nishment, saw neither our boat nor the natives that were encamped
that place when we left. The dead body of an Indian, found lying
the ground near the camp, seemed to indicate that they had had trouble
mong themselves. It is a custom of these people to leave the bodies
Kthekllled where they die, without burial. At first I felt some anxiety
‘or our men, but, on following the land to the sonthward a few miles, we
fell in with a small band of travelling natives engaged in catching
salmon for winter use. By them we were informed that our men were
a short distance south of this place, and all safe. An hour later we
bicked them up. Lieutenant Burke reported having had a rough, disa-
kreonble time. The weather had been too stormy to allow him to take
moundmgs or make tidal observations. He also confirmed our sus-
pieions, that the natives had quarrelled among themselves, but he could
‘not learn the cause. He had been informed by a native belonging to
“another band that it would be unsafe for him to remain in their imme-
diate vicinity, and had therefore gone a few miles south. The Indians

“had broken camp several days before our return and gone in the direc-

tion of Cape Espenberg, some going around the head of the sound and
others making directly across from Cape Blossom. No trading-vessels

~ had been seen.

Our supply of coal being low, and there being but twenty-five tons
at St. Michael's, with the scason’s work only half completed, it was de-

~ cided to return to Plover bay and fill bunkers from the coal stored there

_%t
{

by the Russian government. Accordingly we steamed to the westward,
topping at Cape Espenberg to see i any signs of liquor could be de-
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perfectly sol quie i Ao e
g of the 30th, a fresh gale sprang up from the s thward along the ice-pack, in longitude 176° 15,
besides a three-knot current against us, we f the next day, making slow progress on of

ird, determined to try to get sufficient coal fro,® dense fog and broken condition of the ice along the edge of the

. At times, after running for hours without seeing anything, a
t lifting of the fog would disclose to us the solid pack on each side,
d we would be compelled to run back ten or fifteen miles to get ont
' the “pocket” which we had entered. My object in following the
Ige of the pack so closely was to ascertain if it were possible to get
und its southern point and up to the southern extremity of Wrangel
ind ; also, to learn the condition of the ice in the straits between
gel Land and the coast of Asia. I desired, also, to run a line of

dings along the Asiatic shore from Cape North to Bast Cape. A
nse fog prevented us from determining satisfactorily the condition of
ice in the straits, although I am satisfied that we could not have
hed Wrangel Land, even had there been no fog. The ice, though
ken on the edge of the pack, was very close and heavy.
frequently washed back upon the beach, coal and all, rom latitude 68° 30’ N. to latitude 68° 10/ N. we found compara-

On the evening of August 2, we got under way and stood t ely open water to the'\\'estward, and, had the .\\'Oélﬂlel‘ lme'n clear,
westward. The following day we again fell in with the Whaling should have follo\:"ed it fu: enough to ;mcu.rtf\m \vhet‘her it was a
and spoke several. All reported the catch of whales MuEually lﬁ ge or merely a “pocket. : I'znm of the opinion that it \\'u.? a pas-

The ne.xt morning we sighted the western pack in Iatitude ‘707 ge openvthmugh near tln‘-, A-\.?mtu-,‘ slmrle,‘ nndl tlmlt Ilm gnmlt .llllfﬂ(:ll“_-\'
B o v b resciod e i e
:;:z::mgo;leﬂ;yﬁ:fﬂ-lw,ﬂ;hich e tarsd, End.workp(l " After passing this open water, we came to another portion of the

N. by compass, dl'a‘tyant nl;ow: :;: & Heml(! ik beam.xg u2 hy’)lwk, which had evidently broken off from the main body and swung
toward it tllrou’gh hea dr;lﬂb-’ u‘ty-l?lve Ml o Wfltlllll(}d to “iround, its southern end going to the eastward.  We were compelled to

be twenty miles djamvrft, Full(:iel::t:t ﬁ:‘o;s:fm:h:" it was j”"&"éﬂn to northeast over twenty miles to get round it.
throngh the heavy ice, which was packin :‘ 1 ho 'pmcec(l fart After passing this point of ice, we continued on our course to the
could barely move. al;d a dense fog sh tgti m‘"]" g el 80 thifsoutheast until the morning of the Tth, when, in latitude 67° 45’ N.,
was deemed nnmté P remali long 1 d"g down over the 'S]"“‘:songitudu 172° 15 W., we came up to heavy ice, packed clos: and
clear water, which we e iiaT g?l', and we reluctantly hl‘("d“‘t"ying in an east and west direction. We followed its northern edge to
Wll"ﬂiﬂl’iglltofﬂemldhl :omle hours later, the eastward until within thirty-five miles of Point Hope, ln-t'm.\' we
fn the h 7 on SIS Oolfoul;wus kept from the masthwere able to keep away to the southward again. We saw occasional
e hope o see‘mg smoke or some sign that might indicate the ¥breaks in the ice during the day, and it is possible that with clear
< ence of human bel!)gs, but nothing could be seen, weather we might have picked ()l‘ll‘ way through. The dense fog, how-
So(.m after reaching clear water, I discovered and shot a large p ever, rendered such an attempt imprudent. There was also a strong
bear in the water, He was taken on deck and found to be a mop® “ice-blink ” visible all day to the northward, whenever the fog lifted

- Weighing at least 2,000 pounds, His skin was so badly cut and sa® sufliciently to admit of our seeing any distance.

B e lued and fore-shoulders,. from fighting, that it wasal®  During the night of the 7th, tlie fog cleared away, or rather s«nh.-d
Loztiloss, ~down. In these latitudes the fog does not blow away or lift up as in
! 30

; at the mine on the morning of the 31st, and com
but, owing to high winds and a rough sea, this was at
difficulties, and but slow progress was made. At tin

- We succeeded in getting some fifteen tons, working until
came so heavy that the men could not make way ﬁuﬁﬁ

£
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®ernoo I thout having made land. About 6 . .,
er, the fog lifti 2 a little, we caught a glimpse of the top of the
tern Diomede Island, almost directly astern. We must have passed
hin half a mile of it, in the dense fog, without seeing it, although all
ds had been on the lookout.
‘@ continued our course north during the night and until the fol-
ying noon, when, at a distance of forty-five miles from Point Hope,
ls | : s s came up to the point of ice which we had rounded on our passage
hit of the 7th was clear and pleasant, being sufliciently o, * yve were about to enter and make our way through when a
?ﬁm being seen for the first time since our entr, ';va sea commenced to make up from the northeast, and in a few
retic Cirele on June 28, During this period we had constallyytes the ice was pitching and grinding so, that we were well pleased
and, for over three weeks, constant sunlight. - We founiipg out of it. - ;
spell of uninterrupted daylight very trying to the eyes, and syye Joarned afterward, on coming up with the whalers, that the sea
some difficulty in sleeping. We soon grew accustomed to it,yg caused by a sharp northeast gale, which came on suddenly and
ever, and found it of the greatest assistance in picking our way th about five hours; only the sea raised by it reached us. The
Misilce les in the Arctic at this season, although very violent, cover but a
On August 8, shortly after noon, we stopped a few mm? 1l area, and are of short duration; later in the fall they are more
municate with the natives on the eastern or American Diomede Is eral and long-continued.
We found them 00Ky miserable people. They had nothing to iye hauled in and passed around the eastern end of the ice. In the
but some walrus '““'-Vt mf'l a few fox-skins, for which they wanted ng the fog lifted, and we had a view of the high hills back of
Aoy il tobm This island is called “Kruzenstern,” after thebing Hope, about forty-five miles distant. We continued on our course
da‘:l admiral o:' that'name, an t‘aarly Arctic voynge?. The native i ghe northward and westward during the night, and on the following
is “Igua-look.” 1Tt is about eight hundred feet high, has almost prning came up with, and spoke the bark “Abraham Barker,” of
pendicular sides, and a flat top. ew Bedford, whaling, off a point of ice in latitude 70° 30/ N., longi-
The settlement is on a low point, which projects a short disade 1712 30/ W. This point is called ¢ Post-office Point.” It scems
on the southwest side. We passed between the Diomedes, andy remain in nearly the same position year after year, and formerly the
several lines of soundings in from seventeen to twenty-five fathohips met here to distribute the mail. We continued to work to the
water. We found a strong northerly set between the islands wi?’estward through a thick fog until about noon of the 15th, when we
temperature of 40 degrees. ame to the ice-pack extending north and south. This we supposed to
Soon after leaving these islands the fog shut in again, and we s the western pack, and as the fog still continued thick, we hove to
nothing more until we made the east head of Ployer bay, about 9 dnder sail, heading to the southward. On the 16th, the fog cleared
of the 10th. We anchored near the coal-pile and comme codufficiently to enable us to see three or four miles, and steaming to the
assisted by a number of natives, whom we paid for their services¥estward we sighted the ice. After running about twenty miles, we
“hard bread.” smme to the western pack. What we had mistaken for it the day
On the afternoon of the 11 th, we finished coaling and got underdefore was a point extending down from the northern pack. :
Soon after clearing the harbor we saw a vessel to the southwarlé The fog shutting in again, we hove to under sail at night, supposi
ran down to her. She proved to be the United States CoastSu0urselves to be ubout thirty miles from the end of Herald Island.

3
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schooner “Youkon,” bound into the Arctic for the purpose of mak’ HERALD ISLAND.
magnetic observations, &e. On the morning of the 17th of August, we spoke the barks ¢ Pacific”

After speaking the “Youkon,” we shaped our course for the fgyq “Helen Mar,” These vessels reported having seen Herald Island
medes. A thick fog prevailed, and we passed through the strif o the 16th, and supposed to bear west, about fifteen miles distant. An
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hour or two later the fog cleared a little, and we made the island,
ing 8. 8. W, about seven miles distant. We kept close to the pag
several hours, with the island in sight, and all Immlls on the looky
smoke or any signal from the island, but saw nothing. In the e
we eame to with a kedge in thirty fathoms, to get the set of ¢
and found it to be 8. 8. W., (magnetic,) about half a knot per In
Dauring the night, the fog shutting in in, we stood off to theg
east, under one bell, and back to the ice again in the morning,
barks “Pacifie,” “Helen Mar,” and “Rainbow” were sighted s¢
times during the day through the fog. They reported that the rg
der of the fleet had gone to the eastward.

The fog continued dense until the 20th, so that we could not sq
a mile, and at times not the vessel’s length. We kept near the
sighting it oceasionally, and noting its drift, and once a day runif
few miles to the eastward, to avoid getting canght by the ice, w
constantly on the move. A tongue of ice will shoot out from the
pack and swing around in a few hours, so that, unless a constang \
be kept, a vessel may find herself surrounded by heavy ice as imf
ion of the incessant shifti
s, after shooting walrus!

trable as a stone wall. As an illus
the ice, it may be stated that the w!
floe, are often compelled to abandon their booty, without seq
blubber or ivory, on account of the floe working back out of theiry
We found the general drift of the ice to be to thes
quarters of a knot per hour, [
in this nity is, to a certain ex

into the pack.
ward from one-quarter to th
however, that the drift of the
controlled by the wind.

On the morning of the 20th, our reckoning placed us to then
ward and eastward of Herald Island. We stood in to the icel
after following its edge to the southward for a few miles, made thel
ring northwest, (magnetic,) distantd
2e, which \\.I\\i

through a break in the fog, be:
ten miles. We hauled up for it, and entered the
open on the edge, and steamed in about six miles, where wef
stopped by a solid barrier of unbroken ice, extending nearly north®
south, and from twelve to forty feet in height.

After examining the island (which was only three or four mile
tant) very carefully with the glass, and assuring ourselves of the
sibility of there being any human inhabitants, we worked our wagh

to clear water.

The sides of this island are perpendicnlar
its top, which was then covered with clouds, is said to be aboutk
feet in height. Captain Kellett, R. N., who discovered it, and whos
ceeded in getting a foothold on a pro

iffs, 800 feet hight

cting rock, says:
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- mass of Zé{::l”.‘- .It'h ’l‘lm 7

‘more than gl?lrty feet.” Do oA

er which we found surrounding the island had the ap-

broken, and I am convinced that it was not of a

n. I have questioned the whalers closely in regard to

d find that none of them went west of Herald Island last year. T

the opinion that the ice did not leave it, and that it is no unusnal

ence for the ice to remain two and even three years without leay-

island free. I believe, moreover, that the ice rarely breaks up
n Herald Island and Wrangel's sound.

getting clear of the ice we steered to the sontheast, and in the

Vhile cruising in this vicinity we hauled the dredge several times,
, as on previous occasions, found the bottom very barren of life, a
' minute radiates and mollusks, and some pieces of broken shells
ing the only things brought up. The bottom consisted of blue mud

hile in the vicinity of Herald Island, a small land-bird, resembling
snipe, flew on board. It was caught and caged, but died in a few
ours, and was put into alcohol for the Smithsonian Institation.
Working to the eastward, we kept to the southward of Herald shoal,
‘avoid encountering, in the fog, any ice which might be aground on
. After passing the shoal we hauled up for Iey Cape. The wind was
it from the southwest the greater part of the day, and the weather
hick. On the morning of the 22d, off Icy Cape, we saw the brigs
Hidalgo” and “Tropic Bird” to the northward; stood toward them
nd spoke the latter, We saw many walrus during the day, and sne-
eded in killing four. I shota young one, which I was anxious to
ecure for the Institution, but the old one drew it off the ice, and it
nk. When alarmed the cow-walrus takes the young one on her back,
ind, in diving, always pushes it under first, by a dexterous movement
the flipper. I have pulled around among them in a boat and watched
em many times, and have never seen the cow’s head go under water
until the calf was out of sight. If necessary, they do not hesitate to
ght for their young.

3 Dnrlng the night of the 22d, we uncoupled the engine and worked to
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to be the result of his indivii
is not an ordinary deceiver,|§
nworthy of att

actions continue, as before,
‘A true ‘shaman,’ therefore,
chologieal phenomenon, Dby no means ul northy o
after seeing them operate, they_ha\e eft on 1v ind]

d and gloomy impression; the wild look, the blood
g b the convulsive utterance, the seel}ung]y}n
on of the face and whole body, the streaming hair,
¢ sound of the drum—all conspired to produce the effect; and
Il conceive that these should appear to the ignorant and supd

savage as the work of evil spirits.”

it setting to the northward about two knots per hour. The te

of the water was 40° E. We bought from the natives sou

hich were ’ ve a strong, fishy taste, and son

ling shad, b and very fat; they differ also frof
th e ies i

e natives k.” 1 preserve

mithsonian Institution.

Leaving Point Barrow, we steamed to the southward during the da

keeping close inshore, with the lead going constantly, We found

- soundings as laid down on the American hydrographic chart general§
correct. In the evening we anchored near False Cape, in Peard hif
This bay was named by Beechy after Lieutenant Peard, of her );
Jesty’s ship “Blossom,” and is erroneously called “Pearl Bay,” on
the English and the American charts,
~ On our passage to the northward along the shore, the natives at
settlement on the Sea-horse Islands informed us that whales were oft4
seen inshore of the islands, and that the water there was deep. Thilff
ing that possibly this might afford a harbor for the whalemen, we ef
amined into it; but, although we found a deep hole inside, with sevd
fathoms of water, it was entirely surrounded by shoal water, the gres
est depth being less than two fathoms, in a channel so narrow and i
tricate as to be useless even for vessels of sufficiently light draught, W
also made an examination of a shoal, reported to us by the whale
upon which the bark “Helen Mar” struck and remained six hou
This shoal extends off from the northeast side of the outer Sea-lorg
Is‘land, (called Cape Franklin on the charts,) and has two fathoms t

- miles off shore, Vessels entering Peard bay from the westward shos
give Cape Franklin a berth of two miles and a half, and even at
distance should keep the lead going: constantly,

The Sea-horse Islands are a group of low, sandy, barren islands, @

-




miles to the d
niles in-a line with the cons, at this poin
il s
b southward.  They were named by Beechy on amt
of those animals found on their shores when fips visited

npleting soundings in the vicinity of the Sea-horse Tslands
the northward to sight the ice, We found the main paclé
miles off the islands and nine miles ofy Point Beleher; it
‘worked inshore over ten miles since we sighted it on onr v;ay
coast, only three days previously, The ice-pack seldom moves
than a few miles off shore between Iey Cape and Point Barrow
is likely to close in at any time. A northeast wind, although it,
§ directly along shore, keeps the ice clear and allows the current
0 set up past Point Barrow. The heavy ice, when close inshore, stops
he surface current entirely and lowers the temperature to 360 or less;
o that a vessel working up this shore may readily tell if the ice is on
the point by watching the set of the current and the temperature of
the water. If the ice is clear of the shore, the current will be setting
to northward from one to three knots per hour, with a temperature of
i0°. A vessel going north of Iey Cape should sight the ice-pack fre-
quently and keep close watch on its movements, and, in the event of
its starting inshore, should get below Blossom shoal as soon as possible.
,Y'I'he coast-line from Cape Smyth to the Sea-horse Islands consists of
A succession of clayey-looking cliffs from twenty-five to seventy-five
et high, with a shingle or sandy beach. The land in the rear is low

etion is said to abound in reindeer, but we saw very few, and these
I away on the approach of the vessel.

Dlll'ing the afternoon of the 26th, we spoke several whalers, and had
¢ satisfaction of seeing two of them, the steam-whaler « Mary and
Helen,” and the bark “ Hunter,” each take a whale; the latter an un-
Usually large one, which, it was said, would yield one hundred and fifty
bartels of oil, The present season has been one of the most remarkable
01 record, not only as regards the number of whales taken, but also as
| regards theirsize, They are said to average twenty per cent. larger than
USual. It s possible that there may be some connection between this
Jand the fact that the whaling business on the Greenland coast was
Almost a failure Jast year, owing to the scarcity of whales. It is stated
| that only thirteen whales were taken by the entire Greenland fleet last
Year. T think the subject one worthy of investigation. ?

- On the morning of the 27th of August, while running in a thick fog



suddenly found ourselves among |

-]:’ mo: to the northwest and v.vastward to d
s shoals consist of a number of banks lying parallel
out half a mile apart, having from two to four fathoms
five to six between them. They extend about
Vessels rounding Iey Cape in thick weaf;her sho
fathoms ; in clear weather, with a fair wind, a ve

o, .~ AROMO Oceay, |
% Point Hope, August 29, 1880,
@ honor to report that I haye thi i i

n 1955 nz]f ‘th:h R%vist_ad Statuf i:ls %:%i?éz?gégsum:i
‘_ n?::t: r‘.“ 1 the Territory of Alasks, the§chooner “To-
ng at anchor on the south si
the “Loleta” was discovered

iy 3 An officer and boat’s crey were sent
the shoals, in three fathoms, b}. k.eepmg 'Ck’:l’ brought to anchor near the vessel, where a:] "t,
ot recommended, however, when it is practicable which resulted in findi

ng twenty-eight breech.
inchester pattern, and twenty-four th%usand Tou

s clear of Blossom shoals, the fog lifted and g The “Loleta” claims to be an American vess

3 el and flies t] i-
eight miles off. This was the most nort flag, l:;itbin t{'ea!ity tbelong; ]in th;) Saludwich Islan(?:, ;?e?(::;"{]ll
iven its name on accou owned by the master, and three-fourths by a man nam
hras i ber of the firm of Hackfield & Co., IIouoﬁllu. s
This vessel is the same which was seized at Saint Paul’s Island and
enf to San Francisco, last year, by Special Agent Otis, for having
liquor on board. She is a well-known whiskey-trader and violator of
w, both on the Asiatic and on the American sides of the Arctic, Her
ter acknowledges that he sailed from San Francisco with ten tierces
liquor, but claims to have sold it on the Asiatic side,
- The “Loleta” has a large amount of trade-goods on board, in addi-
tion to the arms and ammunition, and was evidently bound into Kot-
zebue sound. At the time of seizure she was within three miles of one
the largest native settlements on the Arctic coast of Ala
haveplaced Lientenant Wyekoffin charge of the prize, withorders to
on shore at the coal-vein, we were prevented from coaling, oceed to Slll:l Frlancisc;) with all possible dispateh, and report to the
% . "t P F epartment by telegraph.
intended. Standing on to the G arived at Po ’Ip:lll.lt, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
10 o’clock p. 3., and anchored for the night. E C. L. HOOPER,
LT S COaptain, U. 8. R. M.

SEIZURE OF THE “LOLETA.” Hon. Jory Siurarax,

Secretary of the Treasury.

on the following morning, a sail was discovered to the no
standing down toward the point. An officer and boat’s cre
to the end of the point to intercept and board her. It prové
schooner “Loleta,” a well-known whiskey-trader and viola

3

U. S. REVENUE-STEAMER “CORWIN,” ;
> _ Off Point Hope, Alaska, August 29, 1880.
both the American and Siberian sides of the Arectic, 3 gl?’i"le are hereby detailed as prize sttqr]nftlu- sl 1:«‘-)1‘:101‘:-1':;“
Z i ith s your pri: » %
p Y adef & proceed with all possible dispateh with your |
brought to anchor near the cutter, and a thm:ough search maidf G0 e bl compeliod to o s by sires
alted inthsdhmvery of twenty-eight Winchester nlhw{i IEatLer or other equally urgent cause. On a "gf" San Francisco,
¢ thousand cartridges. As these were contraband, I seir -"’% Il communicate with the Department ll(‘ f«"lﬁ’m‘:"'” bl lagaily
= and placed Lieutenant John Wyckoft in charge, with ore O:B'de;’lrg:lol::l;tl(l:h"tll e:;l:: ’t’ho l)ls;))u(l]':(l‘uexl:)t‘,t You will allow noth-
s b:':;n i I:’i“;m“ 1 y delay, and m[;‘;?l 'lnd?m landed from the vessel Dbeyond the personal effects of officers
partment by telegraph. I forwarded the following repori W,
the case to the Department :

©. L. HOOPER, Captain.
Licutenant, Jony Wyckorr,
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¢ %’Mﬂmdlﬂh,Aw%,l '

daty. T have to inform you that the schog
Q‘lﬂdhﬂxi:dnyulud}nbehaltof ;
tlon of section 1955 of the Revised Statutes. ket
‘Revenue-Marine Service, from this vessel, ;
that the vessel proceeds to San Francisy
on of the Hon. Secretary of the Treasury,

| a full report of the case.

y ient servant. .
pr o obed:er(x:' L HOOPER, Captain,

they have lost mucl, of th
bow and arrow, and depend entirely upon th,
m is particularly the case with those who Iy
uy cartridges occasionally from the Tehuktchis
‘am informed by the natives that some of the wh
vith both rifles and cartridges.
seftlement near Point Belcher it was reported that the steam.
Mary and Helen” had purchased bone, and paid for the same
mohemr rifles. At Oape Smyth the natives reported that they
ul purchased arms of the same pattern from the schooner "‘Alnskn.”
ing no further proof of these illegal transactions than the reports
ceived from the natives, which may or may not be true, I could take
0 action in the matter,
We remained at She-shore-lik until the morning of the 3d of Septem.
jer, when a ““ southeaster” compelled us to get under way and stand
i shore under sail. While at She-shore-lik, we sounded across the
entrance of Hotham Inlet, hoping to find a channel of sufficient depth
oenable us to enter the inlet, where the water is quite fresh, for the
urpose of cleaning the boiler. We were disappointed, however, for,
otwithstanding the natives had assured us that there was plenty of
ter, we found less than one fathom across the mouth of the inlet.
lmon were quite plenty here, and for sale by the natives at such low
fices that we preferred buying to catching them ourselves in the seine.
obtained several articles of native manufacture—spears, bows, arrows,
lwneadze, &e. I also received a present of a piece of greenish stone,
sembling malachite. Tt has a fine grain, is very hard, and takes a
B ligh polish. The natives value it highly. The owner of this piece in-

eir former
eir gans fop
unt reindeer,

at fabulong
alers furnish

the U. 8. Coast-Survi
direction of Kotzeb

1 30th, the wind d a light ze, and
I trong northerly current, against which we could bare
our own under sail, we anchored abont fifteen miles to the nort
and v d of Cape Kruzenstern, in eleven fathoms of wate]
y the next morning, we got under way, with a light norther
d, and ran in past the cape toward Hotham Inlet. In the afterno
d, a few miles east of the cape, and sent all hands ashore
up and boat off wood. We succeeded in getting about six cori
ferior quality, which answered very well, however, for keepis
the fires banked.
On the morning of September 1, we got under way with sail, and
up toward Hotham Inlet, anchoring in three fath of water off
anative settlement called “She-shore-lik,” (“ White-whale-town.”)

hitants were ST 1t Ives very friendly o = < - his family fop
insisted 7 ; L ‘ned me that it was an heir-loom, and had been in his family
: kg, us - of'ﬂsh, e Aking; ‘?‘ Ay generations, handed down from father to son. This act of gener-
rat-skins, and had no hesitation in naming what they would li Osity, of course, necessitated a present in return, and powder and caps
r—generally powder and tobacco.

pere Suggested by the native as most acceptable under the circum-
Stances, Whiskey and cartridges being tabooed. :

also purchased from an old man, two pieces of ivory, u;mn.\\‘llwh
“rved a number of scenes, representing some of Illw principal
18 in his life, This manner of keeping a record is quite common

she hem,
& them, although little importance seems to be }ma(,l:;;‘l" '](l)lltlln:" o
T OwWners are always ready to dispose of them for a

nt of the law prohibiting the sale of hreech-load#E bacey,

said they had disposed of most of their furs to the Cape Print

natives. They were very anxious to purchase Wincheste &
tridges; and when repeatedly told that we had none to s
come to their country to prevent others from selling them, the
sell their rifles, which they said were of no use to them vit}

even







| water, the wind blowing  fresh gale. About 6 p,
Ja hored. We had some diffiey

j and ancl

mm?:s the bottom is very hard and the nor

1 off the hills with great violence. In only sey

poard anchor and seventy-five fathoms

effect, until, after repeated efforts, we succeeded in findiy
y off the watering-place, close inshore, in four fatho

ere the anchor held.

at Cape Thompson during the

n boating off 1,260 gallons of water

following day, and sug
from the stream befos

a spring a short distance back in the hills.

, emptying into the sea somewhere to the northward of Ca

ped here, engaged in catching birds, with nets.
the place is deserted. Their winter settlement was
south, at a place called by the Russians * Cape Ricord.”

e seal, a dish of coagulated blood, and pieces of raw blubber.
The geological formation of this place has already been referred

presenting a most remarkable appearance. It contains a greatabn
dance of fossil shells, “terebratule,” and “ trilobites.” We secured sos
fine specimens for the Smithsonian Institution; alsoa pieceof argillaces

rock, ining a kabl ber of segregated veins, This sp
_is well worthy the attention of a geologist.

s

CORRECTION OF LOCATION OF POINT HOPE.

~ On the morning of the 9th, the wind having moderated, we g
~ under way and steamed to the northward, passing Point Hope about
A Here westopped and took several sets of sights for longitude,f
results of which verified those obtained on a previous o i
the point to be laid down on the American Hydrographic Chart st
miles too far west.*
On leaving Point Hope, we shaped a course for Herald shoal.
had already assumed a wintry appearance. The high Jand#
vicinity of Point Hope and Cape Lisburne was covered with si¢

*Seven miles of longitude.

This water is very conyenient to obtain and of fine quality

ountain stream passes a short distance from the soun

o 3
a few mild

1sion, showisy

b




he snow-line reached to the sea,
2w miles to the southward of Herald shoal on th

Oth. The temperature of the air was beloy freezin ;
water but little below. The air was flled with fie fros;
which made it almost impossible to look to windward

of the 10th, we saw a bark under short sail, and immedi:
need to look for ice, which we saw an hour or two later, The
haler in the Arctic is a sure indication that ice is not far
whaling-masters always look for whales close to its edge.
ong for an hour or two with the ice in sight from the mast-
the northward. Soon we raised it ahead and on the port bow
Taking in sail, we hauled up and ran to the sonthward
miles to get out of a pocket into which we had run.

llowed the general trend of the ice-pack to the westward until
P. M., where it had become too dark to see ice far enough to
and we lay by for the night.

trend of the pack as before, to the westward, until our reckoning
| us south of Herald Island, forty miles.

we left the vicinity of the island, on the 23d of August, the
limit of the northern pack had so changed its position that

Whether this was due to a change in position of the main pack, or
liad been augmented by loose ice brought out from the western pack,
am unable to say. As stated elsewhere, there is a quantity of loose
tealong the edge of the pack at all times, and this is more or less sub-
et o the action of the wind. ¥

We spoke the whaling-bark “Tom Pope” the same morning, and
imed from her that the northeast gale which we rode out under Cape
lompson, had been northwest in the vicinity of Herald shoal, and itis
obable that in this locality it had been west or even southwest.

We found here a strong easterly set for the first time, and it is pos-
ble that. the change in position of the southern edge of the pack is
erather to the accumulation of ice as above suggested.

WRANGEL LAND.

We continued to follow the pack, which gradually trended umn-' to
Southwest, At 1 p, ., the weather clearing up, We SW the high
il Omengel Land, bearing W. 18, (true.) We ran in toward it
lﬂy,: came to the solid pack, the ice having the same general ap-
AL

.
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to reach
erly equipped and fitted, to make her way inshore far distance
& safe harbor among the grounded ice, within easy travelliog 1o
of the land, where she could remain in safety, and exploring part
sent out to examine the land.

possibly

I am of the opinion that Wrangel Land is a large MmGl“Hl

one of a chain that passes entirely throngh the polar ré b,
land. That there is other land to the northward there can be1! Eocrts
Captain Keenan, then commanding the bark *James Allen,”

having seen land to the northward of Harrison's bay, & few degrees
east of Point Barrow. He was “boiling out,” and stood porth under

easy sail, during thick weather, eighty or one hundred miles. When
the fog lifted high land was visible to the northward, “a long distance

away, but perfectly distinet.”

Large numbers of geese and other aquatie birds pass Point Barrow,
soing north, in the spring, and returning in August and September
with their yonng. As it is well known that these birds breed only on
land, this fact must, alone, be regarded as proof positive of the exist
ence of land in the north. Another reason for supposing that there is
either a continent or a chain of islands passing through the polar re
gions, is the fact that, notwithstanding the vast amount of heat diffused
by the warm current passing through Behring Strait, the icy barrier
is from six and one-half to eight degrees farther north, on this side,
than on the Greenland side of the Aretic Ocean, where the temperature

is mueh lower.

The Tehuktehis have a number of legends in regard to some of their
people having left the main-land and crossed over the ice to “a great
land,” farther north; and, also, of herds of reindeer having crossed
over from the north. There may or may not be foundation for these
legends.

As already stated, the nearest point of this land was fully twenty
five miles within the ice-pack, and, as new ice had already commenced
to form, there appesred no possibility of reaching it. Even to remain
in sight of it was to expose the vessel to great danger of |
bayed in the ice, as the large quantity of drift-ice, which lay outside of
us, was likely to close in at any time and compel us to remain in the
pack all winter. We therefore worked out to clear water and headed
to the eastward under steam and sail,

Having visited every part of the Arctic that it was possible for &
vessel to reach, penetrating the icy regions in all directions fifty to one

bundred miles farther north than any vessel succeeded in doing last
Jeast

yming em

¥ear, without being able to find the slightest trace, or gain the
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they i ¢ missing whalers, we were forced to the conclusion that
o mbean crushed and carried north in the pack, and that their
alimogy perished. Had any of them survived the winter, it seems
- or by anme tﬂmt they would have been found, either by the ¢ Corwin™
during gy Of the whalers, all of whom were on the lookout for them
i e‘e‘p‘:;lmmer. It? was thought possible that the crews might
the Derpendie OlVBl' .the ice and reached Herald Island, but a sight of
Bnishea even“:\:' sides of that most inhospitable-looking place soon
inﬂcceséimem “118) smafll hope. As already stated, Herald Island is
e pmvi(le:; : ut birds of theair, and even were it possible for men,
v 0N such work as they were, to reach the island, or to

Aind shelter on it, starvation would be sure to follow.

THE “ JEANNETTE.

g2 regu.rd to the exploring-steamer “Jeannette,” we were able to
l,wu nothing. Such a variety of reports were in cireulation concern-
ing her that I was at first in doubt as to her safety. One report, to the
effect that she had been seen by the whalers entering a “pocket” in
the northern pack, to the northeast of Herald Tsland, which had shortly
after clpsed and shut her in, was caleulated to give theimpression that she,
100, had gone north in the pack. I investigated this report, however,
and it proved to be without foundation. Several of the ships saw,
during a partial clearing of the fog, what some supposed to be the
smoke of a steamer, but what others are equally positive was “frost-
smoke.”

Captain Barnes, of the whaling-bark “Sea Breeze,” reports having
seen the “Jeannefte” on the 2d of September, eighty miles south of
Herald Island, in the position indicated on the American Hydrographic
Ohart transmitted herewith. This wasonly five days subsequent to the
date of her arrival at Cape Serdze, from which point Captain DeLong
wrote to the “New York Herald” that he should attempt to reach the
sonthern end of Wrangel Land via Koliutehin bay. This being his
intention, he would not be likely to goin an entirely different direction,
and put his ship into the pack as early as September 2, His most nat-
ural course would be to keep to the westward, and, by taking ad-
vantage of every lead, work in and try to reach some point on the
southern end of Wrangel Land, keeping his vessel out of the pack as
long as possible, in order to profit by a favorable break in the ice, and
gain eyen a few miles in the direction in which he wished to go. Fail-
ing to get sufficiently near Wrangel Land to find safe winter quarters,
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he might push on and endeavor to reach the New
whieh, although some degrees farther north, arve often
to their move favorable location,

fitted for
Unlike the whalers, the “Jeannette” is & nmvﬂ'z;: for such

encountering the ice, and her erew were thoroughly €
teavelling over the ice, if necessary; so that, even
embayed in the ice, and her crew compelled to leave hefy ‘:T;n‘i;;u‘:f
be no difficulty in reaching the main-land, or if in the e hove
sing over the ice with the boats which they

b whaling-fleet. This, how-
1o until he il completed
be compelled to make

ghe become

Wreangel Land, in «
properly fitted for travel, and reaching the
ever, her commander would not be likely to d 4
his explorations, which, I am convinced, he W ,
in -hn,:‘ sleds, judging from what I have seen of the ice. To “:““"l“
high latitude with a vessel in this part of the Aretic would sel(}t;ll.l ln;
possible, The whalers follow the ice-pack very closely between Hlerald
Island and Point Barrow, and none as yet have been able, 80 far as
known, to reach the 74th degree of Jatitude, while only one or two

intended to stop hmtz}ﬂ

elaim to have been as far north as 73 degrees. In the G land seas,
on the contrary, it is no uncommon thing for whalers to reach the 78th

degree, or even higher. From what I can learn from the accounts of
those who have travelled in other parts of the Arctic, and from my own
obseryations in this part, I believe that nowhere else within the Arctic
Cirele does the ice remain permanently so far south as between Wrangel
Land and Point Barrow.

[ have no fears for the safety of the officers and crew of the “Jean-
nette.” The fact that they have not been lieard from seems to indicate
that the vessel is safe, and that they consider themselves able to remain
another year at least. Should they be compelled to abandon the ves-
sel and eross over to the main-land during the winter, they would find
no dificulty in reaching Plover or St. Laurence bay, where they would
be well cared for by Tehuktehis, as, in fact, would be the case at any
place on either the Asiatic or the Alaskan coast.

After bidding adien to Wrangel Land, we steamed to the eastward,
reaching Point Hope about 9 p, 3., on September 12, and Cape Prince
of Wales on the evening of the 13th. From the latter place v haped
a conrse for St. Michael’s, where we arrived at 9 p. M. on the following
evening, and anchored outside the harbor until daylight, when we
steamed in and came to anchor off the town. We took on board the
remainder of the coal landed at this place by the steamer St. Paul—

some twenty-eight tons.

At the request of the Alaska Commercial Company’s agent, Mr-

aud that no vessels or unauthorized
i the vieinity of the Seal Islands, T,

f - In this connecti peot-

] :[g l:z:;e that, in my opinion, it is unnecessary for the ouﬁim ;

‘ strict to leave an officer on Otter Island, The j il b

plain sight of St. Paul’s, and can easily be visited 1 i Md:[\mi.::

.';y.wm stationed there, should it be necessary, g :
E ¢ left St. Paul’s early on the Anorning of the 21.st of S

ped our course for St, Georg s

¢ which place we reac ;
liter, but were unable to land owing to-the heayy Burgh:: f:l: bllou]rs
cach,

d 50 ki
mmre}:it ::wuy ‘for (.)un.uhwku. During the night we had a fres)
b nrc until midnight, when it shifted to northwest, dm'“
a fresh gale, with heavy squalls, At 8 A M. on th(; ;;d =
eased o , We

sghted the island, anc o'clock
1 at 'cloc)
: ’ 11 loc made fast to the hll(iy in Ouna-

We remained af Ounalaska u

parties had

util the morniy 5
by Py 1 of October 2, i
i "ensuppb of coal was taken in. On the mornin f' ‘l““‘:'k’
Am“ for San Francisco, i
O request y
ng?::ic]eg ;ll"ot'h(, ;uzunt of the Alaska Commercial Company, the
i the ship’s stores were transferred to him, t:» be

On onr arrival af (1
i 18 port: 7 barrels beef, 5 barrel %
6, 700 pounds heans and 135 pounds cuﬂ';:n s
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His Eminence, Bishop Nestor, of the Greek Catholie
to reach San Francisco, and being unable to obtain
some months, was invited to take passage on this vessel. Sllowin

The weather on our homeward passage was most favorable, a0 .‘g
us to make a remarkably quick run. We arrived here o0 gaazioming
of October 12,

rtation for

8.
THE INNUITS—ILLICIT 'm,\lﬂ'lv'w—nscommDATION

I enclose a tracing from the British Admiralty chart, 5bo\\'lll]g the
loeation of the permanent Indian settlements in that part pr Alaska
bordering on the Arctic Ocean and Behring Strait, from Cape Doug-
las on the south, including King's Island and East Diomcdc,‘ to the
Mackenzie river on the north; also, a tabulated stawmenf, showing the
latitude and longitude of each settlement and the npl)mlflll‘ﬂ‘e number
of inhabitants. Those marked with an asterisk were visited by us; the
others I have estimated from Captain B. B. Smith, ice-pilot, and from
other reliable sources.

According to Dr. Rink, the name “Eskimo,” applied to these people,
was first given to the natives of Southern Tabrador as a term of de-
rision by the inhabitants of Northern Labrador, and means “ raw-fish-
eater.” T use the modern spelling of the word, although I can see no
reason for the change, unless it be a step toward the general introduc-
tion of the phonetic style. The name with which they refer to them-
selves and to each other is “Innuit.” They know no other name. It
would seem much the better way to drop entirely the term of reproach
applied by one tribe to another, and use the name properly belonging
to them, rather than to soften down the former by a change in spelling.

The Inuuits are a peculiar and very interesting people. Those found
within the limits named above are totally unlike the ¢ Esquimaux” de-
seribed in books of travel. They are tall and muscular, many of them
being over six feet in height; one seen at Cape Kruzenstern was fully

six feet and six inches in height. Their remarkable physic
ment is, I presume, due to a mixture with the Indians of the inte
race of large and powerful men, who come to the coast each ye
trade, and with whom they intermarry.

They have low, narrow foreheads, small, dull-looking black eyes, high
cheek-bones, large months and very thick lips. The hair, which is black
and coarse, is cut short on the crown of the head. The men wear
piece of stone, ivory, or glass, according to the wearer’s fancy, in the
lower lip, under each corner of the mouth, through holes made for the
purpose. These ornaments, called *tootacks,” are made in a variety

e
of shapes

) Tounq
are from ty,, ’:q"‘"e and oblong being the most common. They
from one.gjgy, tolo ™S of an inch to two inches in diameter, and
resemblin 5 m;hm ineh in thickness, and are made of a stone
wh!ch takes 5 high Pﬂlit:l’n
which are hro o Dieae.a

n
As near the required shape as possible, and
byrubbing on flint. The women do not wear
: ron ringy ony';rnuments lfcing strings of beads worn in
finger-ring, They o mucl]e wrists, with occasionally a brass or silver
Their dress consists o shil t&horter and more fleshy than the men.
ghe? trousers, calleq “lm.kr of reindeer or seal-skin, called “at-te-
and seal-skin hoots, gaylon ‘(‘)-ksek,” of the same material as the shirt;
mgwf; th;;so F M; s ‘;oll-fnl:ek,’.’sxilll]ich ,I::-: pm:ﬂy ﬂll(:(} witlh
female are alj : i

::“u ot theeb‘;ltltl::’ except that the “at-te-ghe” of the female is
o " The “at.te-ghe” is fitted with a hood, which
Iy w A0 completely, “and s faced’ with some longer fr
generally wolf or wolverine, Mho latter is fayorite, bein, ghi Ty
fswelnefl on account of some peeuliar power it is supp:)sed hg pofsesi
::' wsrdmf oft 2 Vil In the winter, cap, “nah-shak,” and mittens,
atkum,” of skin, are worn; also a shirg made of dr'l;l .
all to shed the snow. i 0
These people are remarkably free from an:
physical deformity.

s y nppegrau.ce of disease or
: e, however, we noticed a few cases
of a kind of scalp-disease, resembling “tenea capitis.” It is said that,
Spartan-like, the natives destroy all deformed children at birth, ’l‘ha,
women are not prolific; it is seldom that more than two or three chil-
dren are seen in one family.

The infants and very young children are carried on the back, beneath
the “at-te-ghe,” in which position the child seems to be \'er\', comfort-
able, and the mother to be not at all inconvenienced. Tlncwopemtion
Tﬁl getting the child into this position, however, and also of removing
ll', requires some skill, and should a white mother attempt it, would pos-
sibly result in broken bones for the child, The parents are kind to
leir children, and show great affection for them. Punishment of a
hild is almost unknown among them.

When visiting the vessel, their first request would be for bread for
lhe babies, and of any food given them the greater portion was invari-
ably given to the children. They seem also to show great considera-
ton for the aged,

Like a1l aborigines, the men are lazy and compel the women to per-
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form all the manual labor. I saw two women, each
baek, drawing a thirty-foot net for salmon, while
smoking, without offering to assist, although it was
task was mueh too difficult for the women.

These people are remarkably good-natured,
every trifle, and always smiling when spoken to.
ceptible to ridicule, and to escape it will do many things
of them.

stood by

~men
ﬂl:.mt ‘that the

They areé very sus-
not otherwise

when an Innuit brave desires a

p N0 marriage ceremony; «atte-ghe,” to the

an offer of a present, generally an
if it is accepted she becomes .
This brief form of marriage seems to be quite
wborate form of civilization.
very unusual, especially if

maiden of his choice;
taken to his “tupec

3

as effective as the more els
live happily together, and separations are
children have been born to them. In cases where there are no chil-
dren by the first wife, it is not unusual for a second to be taken. The
aid to occupy the same «tupeck,” without envy or jeal-

two wives a

Ousy.

'l:ln' native language differs very materially in different localities.
Our interpreter from St. Michael’s was of no use to us north of Kot-
zebue sound, and even there it wi
the dialect. The change is gradual. At each settlement, from Cape
Prince of Wales north, we observed a slight difference; the sound of
words changed so as to be almost unrecognizable, or the words were
dropped entirely and new ones substituted, until almost an entire change
had been effected in the language; so that a vocabulary made at Cape
Prince of Wales would be almost useless at Point Hope, and entirely
so at Iey Cape or Point Barrow. A few substantives alone remain the
same all along the coast.

The occupations of the natives consist principally in hunting seals
and belugas and catehing fish, and occ sionally capturing a “bow-
head” whale. They exchange seal-skins, oil, &c., with the Indians of
the interior, for fox, marten, beaver, wolf,land-otter,and wolverine-skins,
of
'y, tobacco, guns, ammunition, knives,
always

and these they in turn dispose of to traders, together with the bone
the “bowhead,” receiving whisk
calico, drilling, beads and other articles.
reserved for the purchase of whis and breech-loading arms.

The seal may be called the mainstay of the Innuit of Arctic-Alaska.
The flesh and oil form his chief articles of subsistence; the skin fur-
nishes him clothing, tents and boats; cut into thongs, it is used to

The best furs a

Jaughing heartily at

his wife, and is

They seem to

as difficnlt for him to understand

© nets fop ol

bohn g <
nannuey) .o A8 fish and birds, The oil is also burned inlam
ich 1, s,

‘ ter gy 10 W0 Warm the  tupecks” during the long,
: They hllntmml ﬂl :
o vels of I’“ﬁenoeflyi:‘u in the spring and fall,and show themselves
sl Vel'ygs’ll:;b :n dthe ice for hours, waiting for a seal to
el they Yool 5 ANy seldon‘x moves far from the hole in
Wemwliug Pen by scratching. The hunter approaches
dightly on one i 0;1' the ice, his body nearly prostrate, raised
ong and & oot wige w1 has a piece of hear-skin, about two feet
» Which Tie attaches to his leg on the side upon

shich he rests; thig
enab) i i
bow Tests upon g g leshim to slide more easily over the ice. The

n; 2
neg::j fll‘a&!. He carries a stick, to which is at-
: al or bird, touse in imitating the scrateh-
1 the other hand he supports his rifle, in
Salmon and other small
i : 5
T sh are taken in nets, cither by a seine in
navery ingcni(m; mauie: %;;P fa gillnet, which is set, from the shore
e : - Thisnet of seal thongs is from thi
feet in lt}lllgtll fuul fnbout five feet wide; floats of l?;ht wozldta‘:rl:tz:z::i:‘:g
m;nre ?:(10" with )‘ncces of stone for sinkers on the other side, and to the
wter end is secured a stone somewhat larger than the rest, ’servin
n ::;hor; a number of short poles, about three inches in d;amebergn“r,:
lished together to a length of sixt: i i
y or eighty feet, and the end secured
z th‘et lsltioue anchor by means of a loop, which a\l(,nvs the whole pole to
withdrawn after the net is set. This i
! ; 3 pole is used for pushing the
n: from shore into the desired depth of water; when let g0 th: net
Tyl;n:lly a perpend ular'y i The outer end is held in
il y the st.onc anchor, while the inner end is fastened to a line of
wal-thong leading to the shore, with which the net is drawn in.

eadiness for instant use,

Tlle. “beluga” are hunted in kyacks; a dozen or more natives take up.
A position near the entrance of some bay, where they can see them
s Phey come in with the tide. As soon as they ln.\\'e passed, the
ttives paddle out behind them, and, by shouting and lum(ing:,Y the
'ilter, drive them into shoal water, where they are easily dispatched
Yith flint spears.  According to their tradition, to kill tlu; beluga with
Ay other weapon, would entail endless misfortune upon the guilty party.

.In hunting whales, the natives use the “oomiak.” They use spears,
'.;:h lle'm]u of flint or walrus ivory, pointed with iron; the pole is
mﬂt 8ix feet long, and attached to it by a line of seal-thongs, is a
ﬂ.;km poke. A number of these spears being thrown into the

€ the pokes prevent him from going far below the surface, and
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enable the natives to track him, and be on hand to Kill him whe
he comes up to breathe. The carcass, including flesh
is used as food, and is the property of every man, ‘woman, and child
in the settlement; the bone, however, belongs to those who took part
in the capture.
and used for shoeing the runners of their sleds, and, for this purpose,
are said to be superior to iron or steel.

One of the most remarkable traits of this peculiar people is their

aversion to salt, which they will not eat in any form. T have seen them,

when offered a choice piece of corned beef on the vessel, taste it, and,
on finding that it had been salted, spit out the mouthful with a wry
face, and throw the remainder on the deck in disgust. No matter how

putrid a whale or seal may be, they eat it raw and unseasoned with

evident relish. The odors exhaled from a party of Innuits after such a

feast cannot be deseribed.

The natives are inveterate smokers. T believe that every man,
woman, and child in Arctic-Alaska smokes & pipe. They manufacture
their own pipes of brass, copper, and iron. The stem is of wood, about
ten inches long, and is in two pieces, bound together with strips of
whalebone or sinew. The bowls are often made of two or three kinds

of metal, as neatly joined as could be done by any jeweller. A small -

skin bag, hung from the neck, holds the pipe, and a smaller bag,
tobacco, flint, and steel, also a quantity of wild cotton, soaked in
a solution of gunpowder, which is used as tinder. A sharp-pointed
piece of metal, used for cleaning the pipe, is attached to the stem
with a thong. In using the'pipe, a small quantity of hair from an
“at-te-ghe,” or other convenient skin, is put in the bottom of the
bowl, and over this some finely-cut tobacco, the bowl holding only
a small pinch. The pipe is lighted with flint, steel and tinder, and the
native commences to draw vigorously, swallowing the smoke, which he
retains in his lungs as long as possible. A fit of coughing follows,
which T at first thought would certainly terminate the life of the
smoker in several instances. It is not an unusual occurrence for a
native, who has been without tobacco for a long time, to retain the
smoke in his lungs until he falls over senseless, having the appearance
of aperson under the influence of opium. This state lasts but a few
minutes, however, when the same performance is gone through with
again.

The natives lead a nomadic life in the summer, but have permanent
winter residences, to which they return before cold weather sots in.
Their peculiar manner of travelling has been elsewhere deseribed.

and blubber,

The maxillary bones of the whale are cut into strips

B

The religious pe); s 2 o T
e effect that the::;“' the Tnuuit is of  crude, indefinite nat
es bad ones, afte, dn Power which rewards good Innuits and pun-

S that the good went to a place above, while
nfused idea of tye }‘“ﬁ the place was below. They have only a

ing of it any m:]:"-'“‘» however, and seemed anxious to avoid
saches nothing of truthfﬂmn was necessary. Their belief evidently

ess is next to gmllines:}»“m’ lionesty or other virtue, or that clean-

he traditi i
) fs e milyomzl:‘t‘;l;:"l);e are different at nearly every settlement.

i} thiorofore, no oue heu:l y the ﬁrct that t.lx.ey are seldom narrated,
R mes. snt’ﬂme.ntly familiar with them to repeat
dhe children when old cnso‘t]o ]be tncousxdered Al to-asieal IR
B v from ore geuf- rla ﬁol.\miel‘abnnd them,_ .aml tl'ms they are

n to another. It is easily seen how
i per(ec.t memory, and the tendency to exaggerate, which this people
ss, in .C?llllllﬂll with all aborigines, eventually work such a change

in the .tmdmous of the race that the originals are entirely lost.

An instance of this tendency to enlarge and deal in the marvellous is
related of a “shaman” or medicine-man from one of the tribes on the
Yukon, who came with the traders to St. Michacl's one season, and
aw the Alaska Commercial Company’s steamer, ¢St. Paul,” lying at
anchor. He was much astonished, and tried to measure her length
and breadth with his paddle, but gave it up. On his return home he
mdeavored to give an idea of the size of the vessel by a comparison

yith distances over the ground, inereasing iv a little each time he told
the story, until he made the steamer’s length half a mile, and her
lieight several hundred feet.

Our native interpreter gave the Innuits assembled at Cape Blossom,
an account of our seizure of the “Leo” for selling whiskey, The story
went from one settlement to another until it reached St. Michael’s long
before our return, but so exaggerated and overdrawn as to be quite un-
rcognizable, as it accused us of sinking vessels and shooting down
their crews as they attempted to escape over the ice.

We endeavored to learn something of the sign-language in use
anong the natives, but succeeded poorly, owing to the briefness of our
visits, o gain a knowledge of the speech, traditions, or sign-language
O this people, that would be of any value, a residence among them
%ould be absolutely necessary for several reasons; they dislike to talk
Wsuch things, and, even if inclined to do so, have not suflicient com-
mand of language to enable them to give a clear explanation.  Another




O

great drawback is their dread of ridicule, owing to whie
be drawn ont little by little, and by dint of incessan
They use signs continually. If one wishes to tell you

Kkilled some “beluga,” he imitates the blowing and motions of the ani. .
mal, as it dives and comes up to the surface again, and hig own mo. -
tions in paddling the kyack, and throwing the spear, indicating the
number by holding up his fingers. If they wish to speak of a Henry
rifle, they go through the motions of loading and firing; for ourtrldgm,

they make the motions of loading only.
On first approaching a vessel, one native stands up in the bow o

the oomiak, and extends his arms at full length, faises them until the
hands meet above the head, then, with the arms still extended, he drops
them to his side. This he repeats several times, each time saying
“nakouruck,” (good.) If the same sign is made in return, they ap.
proach the vessel at onee without fear; if not answered, they approach

cantiously, from time to time repeating the sign.

They have a “shaman,” or doctor, who practises all kinds of trickery
and deceir, much of it so transparent that it seems almost incredible

that even the most ignorant or superstitions person could be deceived
by it.
its e

AT

8.

as there

who will may brea

re no penalties imposed for their violation,
There are no hereditary chiefs, but generally there is in the settlement
one man, called the “omalik,” who is recognized as a kind of leader.

The enstom of exacting blood for blood prevails among them. It

does not, however, seem to be necessary that, to observe this custom
and avenge the death of a relative, an Innuit shonld run any risk to
his own life; there is no haste, and he generally waits until he can ac-
complish his vengeance without danger to himself. This vengeance,
though often long delayed, is almost certain to come at last, Instances
ving at the age of manhood,
avenging the murder of a parent or brother committed during his in-
fane All things considered, however, murders and crimes of all kinds
are remarkably rare among the Innuits, They are good-natured and
kind-hearted when not under the influence of liquor, and conld, in my
opinion, be more easily civilized than any other Indians in America.
At many places visited by us, on being informed of the object of our
visit, they said that they would be Wl to have the whiskey trade
stopped, fully acknowledging their inability to resist the temptation o
buy and drink it, if put in their way., The natives at Point Barrow,

are related of a young Innuit, after

i purporting to be from BOme

They believe in witcheraft, and do many odd things to ward off

They have no laws. A few simple rules exist among them, which he

esult was, “,::“’w":“m“om trader o Jarge quantity
ved to deat, g’lm"”m to hunt seal for winter use, and
0 0f the whilery v"':o thon they have requested the traders,
dey 10t 0 bring gy, 0 have heen in the habit of carrying liquor to
om eVeN rofuse (o by MOre, T am informed, morcover, that some of
d, howover, are y, Y When it is offered to them, Tnstances of this
olutions w“‘l ) l::‘y nd it is only too probable that their good
tly thrown {n mm[f‘p;‘;:‘“‘“ Proof against temptation if it bo con-
In this 30 !
: connection I woulg mogt, respectfully urge upon the Govern-

ent the necessity for go
ne 4
The manner in whigl, T e e

the Wwhiskey trade is carried B
Vessels elear from Suy, Franciseo with aleoliol for 3::; :n:;ll:u? ::x;
giving bonds not to dispose of it on the American side, and on ',holl"
eturn produce a certificate, signed by some of the ship’s company, but.

person at Plover |

Siberia, to the effect that the aleohol was lun(‘s(l”:l{ 2:: :f It;?:::e :m
lll’n all probability they have not been within one hiundred miles of either
place. :
Tiyen admitting that the liquor was Tanded s they elaim, the result
i the same; it is drank by the Tehuktchis or carried by tlylom to the
Ameriean side and sold,  Other vessels elear from San Francisco with
large quantitics of bay-rum, Florida water, &e., which are sold to na-
tives for drink.

Still another class, which includes many whalers, take in o supply
of alcohol at the Sandwich Islands, In order to break up this fllicit
traflic, I respectfully offer the following recommendations: That the col-
lector of customs at San Franeisco be instructed to refuse n elearance to
any vessel having on board bay-rum, Florida water, or any other aleo-
holic preparations, as all such are intended to be sold to the natives
for drink; also, to all vessels having on board aleohol for the Siberian
sty a8 such commerce is in violation of the laws of a friendly power,
Alarge portion of this whiskey, as before stated, finds its way to the
natives of Alaska, either through fraudulent action on the part of the
{tders, or by native barter,

Itisalso respectfully recommended that all whalers clearing from San
Francisco be notified that hereafter the laws relating to the introdue-
lon of fire-arms and liquor into Alaska, will be rigidly enforced, A
wenue-cutter shonld be detailed ench year to cruise in the Aretic
Ocean, until the illicit trade is entirely broken up.  The vessel should

¥6 Ban Francisco early enongh to reach 8t. Laurence Tsland in ad-



64

vance of whalers and traders, and should follow them i
keeping a elose wateh on their actions, and searching th
whenever found within the jurisdiction of the United Y
the peration of the Russian Government, this contraband
might be wholly destroyed. Active measures on the part of Russ
would not be necessary ; the concession to the United States of the
right to search 1 vessels for ¢ band goods on the Siberian
const would be suffici I would fully d that some
action be taken by our Government with a view to obtaining this con.
cession. 3

A glance at the chart will show the impossibility of one cutter pro-
tecting the entire coast of Alaska. The Arctic coast-line between Cape
Prince of Wales and Point Barrow is some seven hundred miles in
extent. This is fully as much as one vessel can attend to. 3

In regard to the breech-loading arms possessed by many of the na-
tives, (some purchased prior to the enactment of the law prohibiting
their sale to Indians, and others purchased since the enactment,) I
would state that I did not feel justified in depriving the natives of one -
of their principal means of subsistence, although the possession of such
arms is a violation of law. In case it should be deemed advisable to
seize these arms, I would respectfully recommend that the natives be
furnished with double-barrelled shot-guns and ammunition, The ex-
change can easily be effected by the commanding officer of the revenue-
cutter. In my opinion, the change would be beneficial, as they have
difficulty in procuring ammunition for their breech-loaders, and pay H%
most exorbitant prices for them.

It is also respectfully recommended that some action be taken to
bring to justice the murderers of the trader Kosheomikoft and Mrs.
Bean, on the Yukon and Tennenah rivers, These are believed to have
been deliberate murders, and the alleged perpetrators are still at large.
They should be punished, not only on the plea of justice, but to insure
the safety of the lives and property of other traders. The natives in
that section are a bad lot, and only the fear of pllnishrn(em’\vill restrain
them from committing crime against the whites.

The commanding officer of the revenue-cutter on the Alagka station
next year might be authorized to detail an officer and ten men, with a
Gatling gun, from the vessel, to make the arrests. For this purpose
additional men should be allowed. The officer and men could make
the passage up the river on the steamer belonging to the Alaska Com-
mereial Company, or that of the Western Fur and Trading Company,
taking one of the revenue-cutter’s boats in tow. The return passage
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ist (o nelude evory

observations and eareful Inquirios, and belleve th
Apeckes, although it is possible that some variotios
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White whale

ST IR

Mammaln,

Balana Mysticotus,
Mehahianeoten Glavous,

Mrichoohus Rosmariis,
Largohoirscal ... .. ... .. ... Phoa (reonlandioa,
Bmoll hoirsonl ..., ..ol ieies it Phoca Vitulina,
Leopard seal . - Phoca Pealif,
Polarbear .. ..., o Urnus Maritimus,

Brown bear.
Blaek bear .
Cirny wolf .
Wolverine
Red fox .
Blue fox .
Bilver-gray fox
Blaek fox,
White fox,
Oross fox,
Lemming,
Lynx .
Otter .
Ihex .
Mink,
Pine marten .
Reindeor. .
Marmot,
Squirrel
Frmine
Muskrnt

b o

- Urnun Avotos,
Ursus Americanus,
Canin Lupus,
Lo Gulo Luwou,
Canis Fulvus,

- Oaniy Lagopus,

- Canis Argontata,

Felin Lyna,
Lautra Mollis,
Cabra Ihex,

Mustolla: Amerteana,
Tarandus Greonlandious,
Arctomys Marmaota,
KNoiurun,

. Mustolla Erminea,
Iiber Zibothious,



Swan, (two varfeties.)
Goose, (three varieties.)

Fider duck, (two varieties.)

#prig-tail duck,

Teal duck.

Snipe.

Curlew, (straight-beak.)
Godwit,

Handpiper.

Plover.

Peewit,

Ptarmigan.

Hpruce gronse,

Hawk, (three varieties,)
Murre,

Pufting (two varieties,)

Balmon,
Halmon-tront,
Herring.
HBmelt,

Bee,

Butterfly,
HorseAly,

Hand Ay,

Common housefly,

Whales are found in all parts of the ocenn,

Fish.

Insectn,

Ol squaw.

Loon,

White owl.

Sparrow, (two varieties.)
Beebird,

Wren, (two varieties,)
Raven.

Auk,

Crested ank,

Lesser auk,

Bowhead bird,

Tern, . pack, betwean
Robber-bird, jal outs on the main pack, b
Guillemot, ve the approach of their natural
Swallow, are met with in all parts of n hair-seal,
Vitulina,) and the large llnlr:.:d, numerons.
I'believe to be the large seal of Greenland, (Phoca Gnuhd:
h from appearance and from the similarity of the native u-.,’ S
Flounder. anreon:mullblollm Ou-uke, and that in Alaska, U-juke.
Whitefish, JRE AL al la nob 0'00
Whiete iy mmon ; still it is met with in all parts of
Seulpin. While cruising to the westward of Herald shoal we saw two seals of
different variety from others mentioned.  They were smaller than the
Il hairseal, with a slender body and pointed head; the color was
eetlos, Our attempts to seenre them were lmnuoceuml.'
Mosquito. Polar bears are found distributed over nearly the entire ocean. The:
Giat. 3 generally on the fee, or in its vicinity, nlilmngh immnm.ln- 1::
Spider, el of their being found at sea fifty miles from any land or ice.

o ;} KTowW to an enormons size; of six killed by us during the craise,
e 8 lest would weigh at least nine hundred pounds and the largest

They enter as soon a8 Biwo th
W thousand pounds, They swim rapidly when pursued, and

lyo Breaks up, and remain until compelled to leave by the sea closing

up again,

k to escape by diving, but can remain under the surface only a
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The other mammals are generally distributed ¢
try. Reindeer are said to be most namerous in that see
tween Point Beleher and Point Barrow, although they
their h. tion, at times migrating in great numbers
drveds of miles distant. o ; =3
Moose do not come down to the coast, but are numerous in the inte-
rlor. The ibex is found back in the hills, and is said to be plentifal,
but, owing to the difficalty in getting at them, few of them are killed, 3
andd their skins are seldom seen among the natives. 4
Maskrats and squirrels are very namerous all over the coast. The
natives offered large quantities of these skins for sale. They are sel-
dom made up into wearing apparel, the skins of reindeer and seal being
the favorite materials, g
At Point Barrow we saw a small animal resembling the lemming.
OF birds, we saw at the Diomedes myriads of gulls, with black-tipped
wings; many crested anks; lesser anks; two varieties of puffins, in

ttains by freezing is about eighteen
» & conductor of temperature, The
winter is, according to Parry,
about nine and one-half
great numbers, and a few pigeon guillemots. p ice of the Aretic Oc

These birds are said to breed on the island. I endeavored to get it is liable to displ
specimens of their eggs, both here and elsewhere, but failed, the period
of inenbation having passed before we arrived in the Aretic.

At Cape Espenberg, numbers of large eider ducks were seen; also, a
fow sprigtail ducks, old squaws, plover, and two varieties of snipe.
Cape Thompson and Cape Lisburne are breeding-places for murre,
pufting and gulls, At every visit to these localities the face of the eliffs,
and the air itself, seemed alive with birds,

At Wainwright Inlet and Point Belcher we saw hundreds of large
white owls, and many large gulls, robber birds, and tern, and a few
SPAITOWS, 1

At Point Barrow we saw large numbers of small birds, called by the
whalers “bowhead birds;” also, gulls, tern, eider ducks, robber birds,
and ravens,  The last-named were seen all along the coast.

The smaller birds and insects, although seen at all points on the
const, were most plentiful at Kotzebue sound. In the vicinity of Herald
Island we saw many murre, a few large white gulls, robber birds, and
pigeon gnillemots,

The salmon is the only variety of fish in the Arctic that is of any
valne.  Although smaller than the salmon caught farther south, they
are of fine flavor, They are quite plentiful, and the coast natives cure
large quantities of them by smoking and drying, for winter nse.

urface of the ice always presents a neven appearance,
ng the edge of the pack, daring the summer, is generally found o
of drift-ice, varying in width according to the direction of the wind,
the wind blows off the pack, drift-ice is frequently found fifteen
enty miles from the main body. At times the pack itself opens
ds, by which it may be penetrated for several miles. In ventur.
within the limits of the pack, lowever, a sharp watch must be kept
the movements of the ice and a retreat made at the first indication
ts closing.
- vessel beset in the pack is as helpless as if she were as far inland,
e there is imminent danger of being crushed at any moment.

hen the wind blows on the pack, the drift-ice becomes as close s

pack itself.
i addition to the constant twisting, turning, breaking, and piling-up
ice, by the causes mentioned, the whole body has a northeasterly
moving very slowly, but none the less surely. An idea of the
of ice-navigation may be formed from the fact that since 1871
four out of the small fleet of vessels engaged in whaling have been
tin this part of the Arctic. Of this number thirty-three have been




beset in the pack and drifted to the northeast,
men, whe remained by their ships in the vain hope.
of whom nothing has ever been heard or seen. \
does not include the «Mount Wollaston” and Vi 5 :
Arcticiceisof fourcolors: white, brownish gray, green and blue.  New 1 I8! ] 3
ice, and that formed from snow, is white and generally opaque. The ally foy e p t
grayish ice is found in shallow, muddy water; this variety also is opaque, | ¥ g 4 ward,  This space is at firs|
and often there is a deposit of sand and earth upon it, giving it a dirty : ; npt to reach the island, we st
appearance. {  pack in sight from the mast]
The salt is not wholly elimi 1 from the greenish ice; it has a ere compelled to force
bitter taste, and seems to be the intermediate state between the white :
jee and the blue, the latter being quite fresh and transparent. Layers
of these different varieties are frequently seen heaped one on another;
the eolors are bright and distinet, and in a bright sunlight the effect is

xtends several degrees f
) 7 angel Land, than in any of
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

very beautiful. o
Light reflected from the ice to the air above, shows at a distance a . L HOOPEB,
yellowish tinge; this is called an “ice-blink;” by it the observer may Hon. JOIN SHERMAN, O“PW",' U. 8. R.

often determine the nature of the ice, whether pack or drift. The
“plink” over drift-ice shows dark lines over the leads of open water,
while that over the solid pack-ice is of a uniform yellow tinge to the
horizon. The blink is often visible at a distance of thirty or forty miles, -
while the ice itself cannot be seen, even from the mast-head, farther
than ten or twelve miles, and from the deck not more than five or six.

The general breaking up of the ice in this region, commences in May
or June in the vicinity of Behring Strait, and continues until the first
part of September, after which time new ice begins to form, althongh
the sea is not entirely closed for some weeks later. The heavy gales
keep the larger floes in motion and prevent them from uniting in one
mass. After October 1, the water is so chilled that a general closing
up of the sea is likely to occur at any time. Formerly the whale-ships
did not remain in the Aretic later than the middle of September, but
as whales grew scarcer they prolonged their stay each year, until last
year they did not leave until after the middle of October.  This resulted 3
in the loss of three vessels and two entire crews; a fourth sel, the
bark “Helen Mar,” Captain Bauldry, barely escaped, bringing with
her the crew of the bark “Mercury,” one of the lost v sels,  Her escape
was effected by carrying all sail with a strong, fair wind, and foreing a
passage through the new ice, which was so thick that at times her
headway was entirely lost until a stronger puff of wind started her
again. In this way the vessel worked on a few miles each day, reaching
Behring Strait about the 1st of November.

Secretary of the Treasury, W“'MWW%: D
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.| Touched at Saint George and Salnt Paul.

L 215 Ao, sighted heavy fleld ice.
At Nunivak Taland.
Entered the fee-pack.

Working through the fce-pack. E
Working through the fee pack. E
Warking through tho lce pack. 7

| Teo more open; heavy northeast snow.
Steaming through heavy driftfee.

4-736)] Sand .. .. In Norton sound. Heavy driftice.
~. Tn Norton sound. Heavy driftice.
‘‘‘‘‘ In Norton sound.  Heavy driftfee.
it N s In Norton sound. Heavy driftice.
211 | S.and g.. 568 In Norton sound. Heavy driftice.
20 Sand . | 1. Waorking through heavy driftdee; toue) Salut Laurence I}
11 X Heavy driftice tn sight; saw walrus; touched at Plover bay, As
014 Soandg ¥ el Saw large numbers of eider duck, 3
184 |8,g.andm. e Touched at Salnt Laurence bay; entered Arotio.
el e s O L Heavy feepack to northward and castwandj hiauled dredge.
1601 [ Mandn ..o Tt Steaming along the pack, varlous courses
7 | R S Tl
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fice-pack to
Followingedge of ice-pack to
Steaming along the pack to
et i Following edge of pack tosouthward.
Through d nto Norton sound. -
Reached Saint Michael's.
| AtSaint Michael's.
\; At Saint Michael's.
= “ Left Saint Michael's.
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Teavy ice at Point Clarence aud Cape Prince of Wales.
Heavy drift-ico passing to northward and eastward.
Heavy pack-ice in entrance to Kotzebue sound.
A b || Worked into sound and found leat water.
| lnpbchm:olh bay. Visited Elophant point, and obtained bones of mammoth ele-
Tleavy fco along shore at Cape Kruzenstern.
Drift-ice passing to northward and eastward along shore.
| Steaming along Alaskan shore. Teo to seaward.
Tee-pack lying off shore.
| Meavy drift-ice passing up slong B
|| At Point Hope. Heavy drifticealong shore.
Heavy drifticealong shore. Stopped at a coal.vein, near Capo Sabine.
Steaming to westward. Heavy pack to northward and weatward.
i Following edge of pack to westward.
| Worked through pack o withia35 miles of Herald Taland.
Vessel lylngto off tho pack untll 8 A, ., then stood tocastard.
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and eastward.

Through Behring Strait.
Hove to in fog in Bohring Sea.
Reached Plover bay, Asia.

At Plover bay. =

823889888

8

Tn Behring Sea; saw belt of discolored water of reddish hue.
Entered Arctic. Targe fields of ice to northward and eastward. 3
Saw patches of “ whale-food” and * meduside.” E
Working through driftieo toward Herald Tsland. 1
Hove to in sight of pack.

Sighted Herald Taland 7 miles to westward. Heavy pack-ice.
Hove to, and standing off and on near pack.

Hove to near fce-pack. .
EX]?:::;::: % and worked to within 3% miles of Herald Island ; stopped by
Standing to eastward ; no ice in sight.

Sighted heavy fce-pack to the northward.

Saw driftice during morning.

Saw driftice during night.

Steaming along shore to Point Barrow ; ice well off shore; saw many whales.
Stauding to southward along shore; saw “‘Aurora Borealis.

Standing to southward along shore.

At Point Hope.

Fine display of “Aurora Borealis.”

.| Off Cape Kruzenstern.

Hauled scine, and canght a fow salmon, trout, and smelt.
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EXPLANATION
1 SOUNDINGS.

‘i S.and g . Sand and gravel.
| M Mud

i
i

| F.b.s....Fineblack sand. ||

S5°E.....

LR8I DS m

Standlng down the sound,
At Cape Thompson. i
At Cape Thompaon ; leo mado on deck.

Steaming

TS LT S e

nearer.
Standing d castward.

OF SYMBOLS.

WEATHER. _
b.......Blus sky.
&5 Clouds.
d ... Drizaling rain.
f...... Foggy.

m ... Misty,

Standing to
Norton sound; * Aurora Borealla” seen.
Saint Michael's, Norton sound.

Left Saint Michacl's, Norton sound.
Bebring Sea standing to southward.
Tehring Sea standing to southward.
Behring Sea standing o southward.
Touched at Saint Paul's Inland.
Arrived at Ounalaska.







	DSCN2338
	DSCN2339
	DSCN2340
	DSCN2341
	DSCN2342
	DSCN2343
	DSCN2344
	DSCN2345
	DSCN2346
	DSCN2347
	DSCN2348
	DSCN2349
	DSCN2350
	DSCN2351
	DSCN2352
	DSCN2353
	DSCN2354
	DSCN2355
	DSCN2356
	DSCN2357
	DSCN2358
	DSCN2359
	DSCN2360
	DSCN2361
	DSCN2362
	DSCN2363
	DSCN2364
	DSCN2365
	DSCN2366
	DSCN2367
	DSCN2368
	DSCN2369
	DSCN2370
	DSCN2371
	DSCN2372
	DSCN2373
	DSCN2374
	DSCN2375
	DSCN2376
	DSCN2377
	DSCN2378
	DSCN2379
	DSCN2380
	DSCN2381
	DSCN2382
	DSCN2383
	DSCN2384
	DSCN2385
	DSCN2386
	DSCN2387
	DSCN2388
	DSCN2389
	DSCN2390
	DSCN2391
	DSCN2392

